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Madore won’t seek reelection in Salem’s Ward 2
Historic Salem board president pulls papers to run for councilor
By Dustin Luca
Staff Writer

SALEM — Now there are
three City Council seats completely up for grabs.
Ward 2 City Councilor
Christine Madore has
announced she does not plan
to seek a third term representing downtown Salem
and its bordering historical
neighborhoods. With that, a
candidate with civic experience in the city has emerged
in Caroline Watson-Felt, a
Beacon Street resident who
pulled papers to run Tuesday
afternoon.
Candidates have until

Friday, July 23, to pull nomination papers to run for
office. They’re due by Tuesday, July 27, at 5 p.m.
Madore said her choice to
not seek a third term was
“definitely not an easy decision, but I feel good about
it. It’s the right one.” In her
two terms, Madore said, she
fought to elevate conversations around affordable housing and transportation.
“I feel good about being
able to have some constructive dialogue around those
issues and be successful in
bringing in more resources
to support those causes,”
Madore said. “It’s been a

good journey, but I’m ready
to move on and hand over the
job to the next councilor.”
Ward 2 is known for its
d ive r s e d e m o g r ap h i c s ,
encompassing most of downtown Salem with the historic
Salem Common and McIntire
neighborhoods on either end.
“The next Ward 2 councilor really needs to take this
job seriously,” Madore said.
“This job doesn’t deserve a
part-time effort.”
Watson-Felt is executive
director of the Woman’s
Friend Society, president of
Historic Salem’s Board of
Directors, and a member of
Salem’s Affordable Housing

Caroline WatsonFelt, a Beacon
Street resident,
has pulled
papers to run
for the Ward
2 City Council
seat in Salem.
The ward’s
current twoterm councilor,
Christine
Madore, won’t
seek a third
term.

Trust Fund Board.
“Ward 2 is really broadly
diverse and really, highly
active and needs a dynamic
and strong advocate, especially at this time when Salem
is in another period of change
and growth,” Watson-Felt
said. “I’m really looking forward to getting to know more
of my neighbors, listening
to them, hearing what their
priorities are and hopefully
earning their vote.”
Madore is the third councilor, after Ward 5 Councilor
Josh Turiel and Ward 4 Councilor Tim Flynn, to announce
they will not seek reelection
this year.
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siblings — sisters Elizabeth
Cobblah and Miranda Updike
and brother David Updike —
picked out the items to donate.
“My father strongly believed
in local libraries and research,”
Michael Updike said. “He
did not use the internet for
research.”
John Updike moved to Beverly in 1982 and lived at 675
Hale St. with his second wife,
Martha. According to “Updike,”
a biography by Adam Begley,
Updike wrote 13 novels, 100
stories, more than 250 poems
and about 300 reviews in the
27 years he lived in Beverly. He
died in 2009 at the age of 76.
Michael Updike said his
father lived “sort of in isolation” in Beverly — his house
was on a private road of Hale
Street — and did not “rub
shoulders with the locals” as
much as he did when he lived
in Ipswich in his earlier years.
But he did like to visit the
Farms library and the nearby
book shop.
“He really liked Beverly
Farms,” Michael said.
The letters donated to the
library give a glimpse of the
personal side of Updike. In
a typewritten 2001 letter to
Michael and his family, Updike
thanks them for a recent
Christmas visit.
“(I)t gladdened our heart to
see the two boys, so handsome
in their different styles, growing
in grace and wit. I hope they
JARED CHARNEY/Photos
have learned to play with their
presents; the Pokemon Monop- Michael Updike holds a letter written by his father, John Updike. The letter was one of
oly might have to wait a year
several items donated by the Updike family to the Beverly Farms Library.
or two.” Updike signed it, “Dad/
Librarian
John/Grandpa.”
Dorothea
In another letter, from 1968,
Lam holds
Updike wrote to friends in
a postcard
Ipswich from London, where he
from John
was living at the time.
Updike
“WeApril
spend
days
dodging
14,our
2021
12:45
pm (GMT -4:00)
rainclouds, taking erroneous
that his
buses, walking till our ankles
children
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Ipswich River
on most
‘endangered’ list
By Paul Leighton
Staff Writer

IPSWICH — A national
conservation group has
named the Ipswich River one
of the 10 most endangered
rivers in the country, saying
the region’s major source
of drinking water faces a
“grave threat” from excessive water withdrawals.
The group, American Rivers, blamed the problem on
a confusing system of state
regulation that exempts
several communities from
conservation rules. The
system leaves towns like
Danvers and Ipswich subject to restrictions like
lawn-watering bans during
droughts, while communities like Salem and Beverly
are exempt.
“The Ipswich River is the
poster child for the state’s
outdated water system,”
American Rivers said in a
report released on Tuesday.
Ipswich state Rep. Brad
Hill said he was not surprised that the Ipswich
River made the list of 10
most endangered rivers,
noting that it also happened
in 1997 and 2003. But he said
the designation highlights
the urgency of the current
situation.
The Ipswich River supplies drinking water for
350,000 people and businesses in 14 communities.
Hill said overdevelopment
and inconsistent rules are
putting the river at risk. He
said the reservoir in Ipswich
nearly went dry a few years

from him to drive through
Salem or Beverly during
a drought and see people
watering their lawns or
washing their cars, while
people in Ipswich are being
told to conserve their toilet
and shower use.
Hill also said the pace of
development in some communities is putting more of a
strain on the Ipswich River.
“The fact that we’re looking at this individually
rather than regionally is
very concerning to me,” he
said. “We’re seeing development happening in waves
on the North Shore. Anyone
can see that we’re building too much and using too
much water.”
Alan Taubert, executive director of the Salem
and Beverly Water Supply
Board, said those communities do not damage the river
because they have an extensive system of reservoirs
and can pump water during
the winter, when the river is
high.
“Our belief is, we only take
water from it during certain
periods when there’s enough
water to take,” Taubert said.
“Once we fill our reservoirs
we don’t take any more.”
Still, Taubert said the two
communities are willing to
talk about possible conservation measures.
“It’s all of ours to try to
protect,” he said.
I p sw i c h wa s l i st e d
eighth on the list of 10
most
endangered
rivers by
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