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siblings — sisters Elizabeth 
Cobblah and Miranda Updike 
and brother David Updike — 
picked out the items to donate.

“My father strongly believed 
in local libraries and research,” 
Michael Updike said. “He 
did not use the internet for 
research.”

John Updike moved to Bev-
erly in 1982 and lived at 675 
Hale St. with his second wife, 
Martha. According to “Updike,” 
a biography by Adam Begley, 
Updike wrote 13 novels, 100 
stories, more than 250 poems 
and about 300 reviews in the 
27 years he lived in Beverly. He 
died in 2009 at the age of 76.

Michael Updike said his 
father lived “sort of in isola-
tion” in Beverly — his house 
was on a private road of Hale 
Street — and did not “rub 
shoulders with the locals” as 
much as he did when he lived 
in Ipswich in his earlier years. 
But he did like to visit the 
Farms library and the nearby 
book shop.

“He really liked Beverly 
Farms,” Michael said.

The letters donated to the 
library give a glimpse of the 
personal side of Updike. In 
a typewritten 2001 letter to 
Michael and his family, Updike 
thanks them for a recent 
Christmas visit.

“(I)t gladdened our heart to 
see the two boys, so handsome 
in their different styles, growing 
in grace and wit. I hope they 
have learned to play with their 
presents; the Pokemon Monop-
oly might have to wait a year 
or two.” Updike signed it, “Dad/
John/Grandpa.”

In another letter, from 1968, 
Updike wrote to friends in 
Ipswich from London, where he 
was living at the time.

“We spend our days dodging 
rainclouds, taking erroneous 
buses, walking till our ankles 
swell up like adders, and learn-
ing to understand our house 
and our neighborhood,” he 
wrote.

Michael Updike said John 
started writing letters at age 
8 (when he wrote to his father, 
who was having a hernia 
operation) until 10 days before 
he died. And he saved most of 
them. A volume of his letters 
is scheduled to be published 
next year, Michael Updike 
said.

SALEM — Now there are 
three City Council seats com-
pletely up for grabs.

Ward 2 City Councilor 
Ch r i st i n e  M a d o r e  h a s 
announced she does not plan 
to seek a third term repre-
senting downtown Salem 
and its bordering historical 
neighborhoods. With that, a 
candidate with civic experi-
ence in the city has emerged 
in Caroline Watson-Felt, a 
Beacon Street resident who 
pulled papers to run Tuesday 
afternoon.

Candidates have until 

Friday, July 23, to pull nomi-
nation papers  to run for 
office. They’re due by Tues-
day, July 27, at 5 p.m.

Madore said her choice to 
not seek a third term  was 
“definitely not an easy deci-
sion, but I feel good about 
it. It’s the right one.” In her 
two terms, Madore said, she 
fought to elevate conversa-
tions around affordable hous-
ing and transportation.

“I feel good about being 
able to have some construc-
tive dialogue around those 
issues and be successful in 
bringing in more resources 
to support those causes,” 
Madore said. “It’s been a 

good journey, but I’m ready 
to move on and hand over the 
job to the next councilor.”

Ward 2 is known for its 
d iverse  demographics , 
encompassing most of down-
town Salem with the historic 
Salem Common and McIntire 
neighborhoods on either end.

“The next Ward 2 coun-
cilor really needs to take this 
job seriously,” Madore said. 
“This job doesn’t deserve a 
part-time effort.”

Watson-Felt is executive 
director of the Woman’s 
Friend Society, president of 
Historic Salem’s Board of 
Directors, and a member of 
Salem’s Affordable Housing 

Trust Fund Board.
“Ward 2 is really broadly 

diverse and really, highly 
active and needs a dynamic 
and strong advocate, espe-
cially at this time when Salem 
is in another period of change 
and growth,” Watson-Felt 
said. “I’m really looking for-
ward to getting to know more 
of my neighbors, listening 
to them, hearing what their 
priorities are and hopefully 
earning their vote.”

Madore is the third coun-
cilor, after Ward 5 Councilor 
Josh Turiel and Ward 4 Coun-
cilor Tim Flynn, to announce 
they will not seek reelection 
this year.

Madore won’t seek reelection in Salem’s Ward 2
By Dustin Luca

Staff Writer

Historic Salem board president pulls papers to run for councilor
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IPSWICH — A national 
conservation group has 
named the Ipswich River one 
of the 10 most endangered 
rivers in the country, saying 
the region’s major source 
of drinking water faces a 
“grave threat” from exces-
sive water withdrawals.

The group, American Riv-
ers, blamed the problem on 
a confusing system of state 
regulation that exempts 
several communities from 
conservation rules. The 
system leaves towns like 
Danvers and Ipswich sub-
ject to restrictions like 
lawn-watering bans during 
droughts, while communi-
ties like Salem and Beverly 
are exempt.

“The Ipswich River is the 
poster child for the state’s 
outdated water system,” 
American Rivers said in a 
report released on Tuesday.

Ipswich state Rep. Brad 
Hill said he was not sur-
prised that the Ipswich 
River made the list of 10 
most endangered rivers, 
noting that it also happened 
in 1997 and 2003. But he said 
the designation highlights 
the urgency of the current 
situation.

The Ipswich River sup-
plies drinking water for 
350,000 people and busi-
nesses in 14 communities. 
Hill said overdevelopment 
and inconsistent rules are 
putting the river at risk. He 
said the reservoir in Ipswich 
nearly went dry a few years 
ago, and there are times 
when you can walk across 
the dry river bed.

“I’m very worried that 
people are not taking 
this as seriously as they 
should,” Hill said. “This is 
the drinking water supply 
for hundreds of thousands of 
people. We’re really in dire 
straits.”

Wayne Castonguay, execu-
tive director of the Ipswich 
River Watershed Asso-
ciation, said he hopes the 
endangered designation will 
focus attention on the river 
at a time when the state 
is considering new rules 
regarding how much water 
can be drawn from it. 

“We’ve been making slow, 
steady progress over the 
years on this issue, but the 
two droughts in the last five 
years was really a wakeup 
call that although we’ve 
made great progress, it’s 
really not enough,” Caston-
guay said. “The impacts of 
climate change are really 
overwhelming our ability to 
keep up.”

The American Rivers 
report said the Massachu-
setts Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection must 
overhaul how it regulates 
water withdrawals. Caston-
guay said the current sys-
tem dates to 1986, when the 
law that established water 
withdrawal limits for com-
munities was passed. Com-
munities that needed more 
water had to obtain permits, 
and those communities are 
the ones subject to conserva-
tion restrictions.

“It creates two classes,” 
Castonguay said. “Salem 
and Beverly,  the big-
gest water users, have no 
requirements to conserve. It 
makes it deflating for their 
next-door neighbors who 
do.”

Hill said it is frustrating 

from him to drive through 
Salem or Beverly during 
a drought and see people 
watering their lawns or 
washing their cars, while 
people in Ipswich are being 
told to conserve their toilet 
and shower use.

Hill also said the pace of 
development in some com-
munities is putting more of a 
strain on the Ipswich River.

“The fact that we’re look-
ing at this individually 
rather than regionally is 
very concerning to me,” he 
said. “We’re seeing develop-
ment happening in waves 
on the North Shore. Anyone 
can see that we’re build-
ing too much and using too 
much water.”

Alan Taubert, execu-
tive director of the Salem 
and Beverly Water Supply 
Board, said those communi-
ties do not damage the river 
because they have an exten-
sive system of reservoirs 
and can pump water during 
the winter, when the river is 
high.

“Our belief is, we only take 
water from it during certain 
periods when there’s enough 
water to take,” Taubert said. 
“Once we fill our reservoirs 
we don’t take any more.”

Still, Taubert said the two 
communities are willing to 
talk about possible conser-
vation measures.

“It’s all of ours to try to 
protect,” he said.

I p sw i c h  wa s  l i s t e d 
eighth on the list of 10 
most endangered rivers by 
American Rivers, an advo-
cacy group based in Wash-
ington, D.C. The Snake 
River, which runs through 
Idaho, Washington and 
Oregon, was ranked No. 1. 
The organization said each 
river on the list is at a “tip-
ping point” and facing an 
“urgent decision” in the 
coming months.

The report said this is a 
pivotal year for the Ipswich 
River because water with-
drawal permits are up for 
renewal for the first time in 
two decades in Massachu-
setts. Legislation has also 
been proposed that would 
regulate water use during 
droughts.

“This is a once-in-genera-
tion opportunity to get bet-
ter rules on the books,” the 
report said. 

The American Rivers 
report said 15 million gal-
lons per day in the Ipswich 
River are wasted due to 
outdoor watering. Parts of 
the river are pumped dry 
even in non-drought years, 
the report said, resulting in 
dead fish, ecological dam-
age, loss of recreational 
activities, and threats to the 
water supply.

“Municipalities and resi-
dents are increasingly wor-
ried about running out of 
water,” the report said.

In releasing its report, 
American Rivers included 
a video from John Kerry, 
the former U.S. senator 
from Massachusetts who is 
now the special presidential 
envoy for climate. In the 
video, Kerry recalled boat-
ing on the Ipswich River 
as a kid with his cousins 
to Wingaersheek Beach in 
Gloucester. He thanked the 
Ipswich Watershed Asso-
ciation for their work in 
preserving the river.

“I want you to know that 
the Ipswich is particularly 
close to my heart,” Kerry 
said.

Ipswich River 
on most 

‘endangered’ list
By PauL Leighton

Staff Writer

Caroline Watson-
Felt, a Beacon 
Street resident, 
has pulled 
papers to run 
for the Ward 
2 City Council 
seat in Salem. 
The ward’s 
current two-
term councilor, 
Christine 
Madore, won’t 
seek a third 
term.
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Michael Updike holds a letter written by his father, John Updike. The letter was one of 
several items donated by the Updike family to the Beverly Farms Library. 

the remote kids and teachers 
this year,” Superintendent 
Josh Vadala said about some 
of the reasoning for creating 
Lord’s new role. “Its a unique 
skill set, and he’s really good 
at it so we want to support 
him through that.”

According to Vadala, Lord 
will continue his work form-
ing and maintaining com-
munity partnerships with 
various organizations like 
the Peabody Education Foun-
dation, Salem State Univer-
sity and Endicott College

Vadala said the district 
first started exploring the 
possibility of creating a posi-
tion focused on remote learn-
ing earlier this year

“It really started to pick up 
steam when we went back 
to full in-person learning,” 
Vadala explained. “Once we 
announced we were return-
ing to fully in-person learn-
ing at the end of February, 
many of our families reached 
out and said ‘we are remote 
and we would like to stay 
remote through the end of 
the year.’”

Vadala said when the 
administration quizzed fam-
ilies interested in staying in 
remote learning, some even 

expressed interest in remain-
ing in remote learning next 
school year as well.

“We conducted a survey, 
[Lord] led a community 
forum to gauge interest, and 
we realized there could be as 
many as a couple hundred 
people interested in this,” 
Vadala said. “So at that point 
we said ‘Let’s move forward.’ 
We want to formalize this, 
provide the structure we 
would need in order to be 
successful, and with that we 
would bring on a full-time 
assistant superintendent to 
replace the district responsi-
bilities he had this year.”

According to Vadala, 
Peabody recently submit-
ted an application to the 
state to permanently allow 
families the option of attend-
ing Peabody Public Schools 
remotely in the future.

Vadala said offering a 
remote option post-pandemic 
would not only benefit cer-
tain families who said online 
learning better suits their 
schedules or learning needs, 
but it would prevent students 
from leaving the district.

“We saw over 30,000 kids 
across the Commonwealth 
leave public schools this 
year,” Vadala said, explain-
ing that these students 
often transferred to private 
schools or switched to home-
schooling. “We saw this huge 

decline in enrollment, so it 
really is important for us as 
educators to listen to com-
munities and say ‘how can 
we support families?’ Part of 
that might be being open to a 
new model.”

Vadala said the district will 
pilot Lord’s new executive 
director position for a few 
years, but he “anticipates it 
will be there for as long as 
there is a need and a desire.”

“We want to make sure 
we are providing pathways 
and opportunities for all of 
our families, and we think 
this is a creative way to do 
that,” he said. “It is meeting 
the needs of a portion of the 
population.”

In a statement from the dis-
trict, Lord said he is excited 
to work on this project.

“Our remote teachers did 
a phenomenal job engaging 
students this school year, and 
we saw that our students can 
and did succeed in a remote 
learning environment,” Lord 
said. “This is an opportunity 
for our district to create a 
personalized virtual learn-
ing program that can meet 
students where they are.”

Vadala said remote stu-
dents in the district will still 
have the option to partici-
pate in extracurriculars and 
athletics.

Chase, who is taking 
over the role of assistant 

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  m o st 
recently served as the 
assistant superintendent 
of Malden Public Schools, 
according to her resume. 
Prior to that, she served as 
the assistant superintendent 
for curriculum, instruction 
and learning at Lexington 
Public Schools and in several 
other school districts in both 
teaching and administrative 
positions.

“She’s got an excellent 
background, is highly quali-
fied, and has done the job 
in both urban and high-per-
forming affluent districts,” 
Vadala said. “Peabody is a 
very diverse community, 
and we have some elemen-
tary schools with a very 
high number of children 
with free and reduced lunch 
and some with a really low 
percentage. Her experience 
in both suburban and urban 
environments will really help 
us meet the needs of all our 
students.”

During the April 13 meet-
ing, several school commit-
tee members expressed well 
wishes for both Chase and 
Lord in their new positions.

Vadala  said  salar ies 
haven’t been negotiated for 
either position yet, but they 
will be publicly discussed 
when the school committee 
goes through the budget pro-
cess next month.

LORD
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Librarian 
Dorothea 
Lam holds 
a postcard 
from John 
Updike 
that his 
children 
donated 
to the 
Beverly 
Farms 
Library. 
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