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WEATHER
today: Showers early in the morning.  

details, page 18.

Weather art by:  
Becky Roth

Doyon School, Ipswich
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  `WORLDWIDE
Cases confirmed...........223,080,202 
Deaths ................................. 4,603,047

  `UNITED STATES
Cases confirmed.............. 40,592,197 
Deaths .....................................654,492

  `MASSACHUSETTS
Cases confirmed................... 723,633 
Deaths ........................................ 17,954

  `NEW HAMPSHIRE
Cases confirmed.....................110,779 
Deaths .......................................... 1,436 

Statistics sources: Johns Hopkins University Track-
ing COVID 19 Dashboard (Thursday, Sept. 9, 8 p.m.);  
Mass. Department of Public Health; N.H. Department 
of Health and Human Services

COVID-19 
CASE COUNT

LYNNFIELD — As com-
munities gather this week 
to mark the 20th anniver-
sary of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks on the United States, 
Marblehead resident Virginia 

Bucking-
ham has 
a unique 
perspec-
tive. 

Buck-
ingham 

was the director of Massport, 
the agency that runs Logan 
Airport, at the time. 

Like a lot of people, Buck-
ingham, then in her mid-30s, 
recalled the impossibly 

beautiful blue sky on that 
morning, as she headed down 
Route 1A toward Logan to 
catch a flight to Washington, 
D.C., for a busy day that 
included a meeting with the 
head of the FAA, then a trip 
back and a meeting with 
a focus group on a plan to 
change the lettering for the 
airport’s terminals. 

When the news of a plane 
hitting the World Trade 
center came on the radio, “I 
said it must be an accident, a 
lost pilot,” Buckingham told 
attendees at a North Shore 
Chamber of Commerce lun-
cheon on Thursday. 

Later on she learned that 
her name was being paged 

PICKING UP THE PIECES

Ex-MassPort director recalls fallout from 9/11

By Julie Manganis

Staff Writer

BEVERLY — City and school officials are 
condemning comments by two residents 
directed at the School Committee’s only 
Black member during a meeting Wednes-
day night.

The residents, Donna Loiacano and Ste-
phen Moloney, questioned 
the qualifications of Ward 
2 School Committee mem-
ber Kenann McKenzie, 
who has a Ph.D in educa-
tion and has worked in 
the field for more than 20 
years.

At one point in the meet-
ing, Mayor Mike Cahill told 

Moloney, “Neither you nor Ms. Loiacano are 
really showing any respect for Dr. McKenzie 
as a human being and as a member of our 
School Committee.”

“I just want you to stop, Steve. Please,” 
Cahill said.

The remarks came during a portion of 
the meeting when members of the public 
were commenting on the school mask man-
date for students. When Loiacano got up to 
speak, she pointed to McKenzie and said, 

Remarks 
aimed at 

Beverly official 
condemned

Pair questions Black school 
board member’s qualifications

By Paul leighton

Staff Writer

DANVERS — Town of Danvers officials 
apologized on Thursday to a Black Cambridge 
family after they were wrongly accused of try-
ing to steal apples during a Labor Day visit to 
Connors Farm — then accused by a Danvers 
police officer of “playing the race card” when 
they questioned why they were singled out to 
be searched. 

Rev. Manikka Bowman, who is vice chair-
man of the Cambridge School Committee, and 
her husband Jeff Myers, who works in com-
mercial real estate, took their children, 7 and 
18 months, to the farm for apple picking, a 
favorite fall activity of their older child, who 
had been going on apple picking trips since 
preschool. 

“We had just finished picking our apples,” 
Myers said in an interview. “We wanted to 
go to the farm stand to buy some apple cider 
donuts. As we were walking, a gentleman 
appeared in front of us and said we had too 
many apples.” 

Some of the apples the couple and their 
children had picked had fallen out of the bag 
and into the bottom of a stroller, the couple 
believes. 

Black couple 
complain about 
racial profiling 
Town officials, orchard owner 
apologize for Danvers incident

By Julie Manganis

Staff Writer

SALEM — A trio of vehicles 
had to be towed this week 
from what has become a contro-
versial traffic circle downtown, 
in incidents that officials chalk 
up to driver error.

Overnight Wednesday into 
Thursday, two public transpor-
tation buses and a car ended 
up getting stuck in temporary 
gutter-like channels in a round-
about that’s under construction 
at the intersection of Chestnut, 

Norman, and Summer streets, 
confirmed Dave Knowlton, 
Salem’s public works director.

According to reports by 
neighbors in the area, the lat-
est incident occurred around 
6 a.m. and it took more than 
three hours later  for the 
bus to be finally freed from its 
entanglement.

The incidents have renewed 
discussion over the safety of 
the roundabout, which existed 
as a temporary pilot proj-
ect that began in early 2019. 
Many residents have decried 

the replacement of the prior 
four-way-stop intersection and 
suggested it’s a threat to pedes-
trians, but officials — and other 
residents — also support the 
roundabout and say it has made 
things safer for all users of the 
intersection.

Crews are working to make 
the changes into a circle per-
manent. That  includes stone 
curbing, islands to protect 
pedestrians in crosswalks, and 
a raised center island with 
a concrete ramp that allows 
larger vehicles — buses, fire 

engines, etc. — to drive up and 
over the center island if neces-
sary to turn left. 

Going into Thursday, the 
asphalt and curbing was in, but 
separating them was an empty 
6- to 10-inch channel that will 
soon be filled with concrete. 
That concrete will become 
the ramp to the center island, 
according to Knowlton. 

The  dr ive rs  ove r ni g ht 
“weren’t paying attention and 
they got too close to it, and 
one of the tires dropped in,” 

Buses, car snared by Salem roundabout
By Dustin luca

Staff Writer

Courtesy photo
this mbta bus became stuck in a new roundabout 
that’s under construction in downtown Salem 
thursday morning. it was the third such incident 
this week, according to officials.

See prOFiLiNG, Page 2

JAIME CAMPOS/Staff photos
Former head of the massachusetts port authority Virginia buckingham talks about her memoir called “On my Watch: a memoir” 
during the launch of the North Shore Chamber of Commerce’s new women’s empowerment initiative called thrive at the Spinelli’s 
Function Facility in peabody. buckingham shares her story of trauma, faith, and resilience in the aftermath of 9/11.

Guests listen attentively as former head of the massachusetts 
port authority Virginia buckingham shares her story of trauma, 
faith, and resilience in the aftermath of 9/11 during a  North 
Shore Chamber of Commerce event at the Spinelli’s Function 
Facility in peabody. 

 ■  boston still 
carries its scars 
from 9/11. 
See page 6.

Kenann mcKenzie

See mCKeNZie, Page 2

See 9/11, Page 2

SALEM — Don’t be offended if you didn’t 
get an invitation.

More than a half-dozen neighborhood 
groups teamed up with the League of 
Women Voters of Salem to hold a quickly 
assembled Ward 2 candidates forum at 
Hawthorne Hotel Tuesday night.

The event, coming together in the final 
leg of the preliminary voting season, pro-
hibited public attendance and was  wit-
nessed only by Salem Access TV, a couple 

members  of neighborhood groups and 
League of Women Voters organizers, and 
The Salem News. The forum was also 
filmed, to be aired on SATV before the elec-
tion, and it was broadcast live on Facebook 
by the League. It was moderated by Wicked 
Local reporter William Dowd.

The event came five days before a prelim-
inary election in Salem will narrow over-
loaded fields for Mayor and Wards 1, 2, 4 
and 7 on Sept. 14. It was the second forum 
held by the League of Women Voters, with 
a Ward 1 forum on Tuesday drawing a mod-
est crowd to Salem Waterfront Hotel.

The event Thursday night moved quickly, 
with the candidates — Armand Blanchette, 
Caroline Watson-Felt, and James Zavaglia 
— commonly leaving time on the table and 
at times providing an entire response in 
less than 15 seconds.

For that, it hit on a lot — everything from 
fixing the affordable housing crisis to get-
ting city councilors to play nice.

“Right now there’s all kinds of stuff going 
on with the Council, and not just with them 
but the mayor,” Blanchette said. “We have a 
common goal — make Salem a great place 

Ward 2 candidates discuss issues at forum
By Dustin luca

Staff Writer

See iSSUeS, Page 3
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Open House:
Sat & Sun 11AM-1PM
41 Turner St., Salem

Derby area rebuilt 3 bed Colonial
with the best of everything, yard
and parking: Only $649,000

Open House:
Sun 12PM-2PM

33 Charles St., Salem
Large 3 bedroom, 2 bath Cape with off

street parking, large yard, lots of parking in
driveway. Make it your own! $549,000

Contact Julianna Tache
978-375-5545

Call or Click Today!
978-745-2004

www.Tache.com

FINAL-2 Thr, Sep 9, 2021 10:41:15 PM
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to live and raise your family. 
You always need to have that 
in the back of your head.”

Watson-Felt followed, high-
lighting the tension between 
councilors that occasionally 
derailed City Council meet-
ings before the pandemic.

“It comes with a lot of ire 
around the tone or tenor that 
certain councilors talk to 
other councilors with,” Wat-
son-Felt said. “It’s incredibly 
important to hold our munic-
ipal authorities account-
able for what isn’t truthful, 
respectful.”

Zavaglia focused on a 
recent petition from residents 
to encourage the writing of 
a wetlands protection ordi-
nance, which has remained 
in committee while city offi-
cials work an official process 
internally.

“A lot of people are really, 
really up in arms about 
that, because they felt that 
1,900 people... their voice 
doesn’t matter,” Zavaglia 
said. “Some people are 
also talking about getting 
a recall petition for some 
of the councilors, thinking 
they need to be a little more 
civil.”

Salem Common was a 
frequent topic in the event, 
with one question resurrect-
ing the Haunted Happenings 
carnival debate that raged 
surrounding the Common a 
few years ago.

“If they want to do any-
thing, it should be very 
small,” Zavaglia said. “Also, 
if the Common Association 
wants it and the people want 
it around there, they could 
just vote on whether they 
want it or not.”

Blanchette followed, ref-
erencing the carnival when 
it was on the then-named 
“carnival lot” — now Forten 
Park — and how that served 
children on Halloween night. 

“It should be that the resi-
dents vote on it, and whoever 
is the representative (on City 
Council for Ward 2) should 
back them up,” Blanchette 
said. “Me personally, I’d 
like to see something scaled 
down so the kids have some-
thing to do on Halloween.”

Watson-Felt, meanwhile, 
pushed that before anything 

is allowed on the Common, 
that a fully written and imple-
mented master plan makes 
maintenance proactive rather 
than reactive.

“I’d be hesitant to support 
a large-scale carnival,” she 
said, “unless I felt there was 
absolute funding, committed 
funding and resources, that 
there would be enforcement 

and a maintenance plan put 
into immediate action to fix 
whatever damage is done to 
that land.”

To respond to this story 
or suggest another, contact 
Dustin Luca at 978-338-2523 
or DLuca@salemnews.com. 
Follow him at facebook.com/
dustinluca or on Twitter @
DustinLucaSN.

ISSUES
 � Continued from Page 1

City of Salem 
marks 9/11

On Saturday, Sept. 11, at 
9:30 a.m., the City of Salem 
will hold a remembrance 
ceremony commemorating 
the 20th anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 
2001, outdoors at the Salem 
Fire Department Headquar-
ters, 48 Lafayette S. All are 
welcome at theevnts which 
will include remarks by 
Mayor Kim Driscoll, State 
Senator Joan Lovely, and 
State Representative Paul 
Tucker. During a Bell Ring-
ing Ceremony, Congressman 
Seth Moulton will read the 

names of the twenty-five 
individuals from the Salem 
region who lost their lives on 
9/11. This solemn ceremony 
will also include members 
of the Salem Fire and Police 
Departments, as well as local 
veterans. The Salem High 
School United States Marine 
Corp Jr. ROTC students will 
post the colors, a wreath will 
be placed at the memorial, 
and Taps will be played.

Rosh Hashanah at 
the Farm, Sept. 12

Lappin Foundation and 
Congregation Ahavas Achim 
invite families to celebrate 
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish 

New Year, at PJ Library Jew-
ish New Year at the Farm, 
Sunday September 12, 10 to 
11 a.m. at Cider Hill Farm, 
45 Fern Avenue, Amesbury. 
Enjoy stories, songs, a hay-
ride, apple picking, apples 
and honey and hear the 
shofar blown. In the event 
of rain, the program will be 
held September 19 at 10 a.m. 
PJ Library Jewish New Year 
at the Farm is a free pro-
gram of Lappin Foundation 
and Congregation Ahavas 
Achim and is supported by 
CJP. For more information 
or to RSVP, contact Sharon 
Wyner at 978-565-4450 or 
swyner@lappinfoundation.
org. Walk-ins are welcome.

  �NORTH SHORE NEWS IN BRIEF 

DUSTIN LUCA/Staff Photo
It was a quiet night for the League of Women Voters of Salem’s 
second preliminary election forum this week, with a forum 
held at Hawthorne Hotel without an audience or live broadcast 
to TV. It was taped, to be aired before the election, and 
broadcast live on Facebook.

SN_SN_20210910_1_01.2.3

SN_SN_20210910_1_01.2.3

www.salemnews.com ThE SALEM NEwS   Friday, September 10, 2021   3

SN_SN_20210910_1_03

“FAMILY SHOE STORE”

WWW.PENNYWORTHSLYNN.COMWWW.HYMANSPENNYWORTHS.COM

Exit 57 Off Rte. 95 • 45 Storey Ave, Port Plaza
Newburyport

978-462-2711
136 Boston Street • Lynngate Plaza

Lynn, MA

781-595-6710

Old Fashioned SAS Comfort Shoe Sale

Women’s
S 6-12
N 6-12
M 4-12
W 5-12
WW 5-12

NOT ALL
SIZES

AVAILABLE IN
ALL STYLES

Men’s
S 8-15
N 7-15
M 6-15
W 6-15
WW 6-15

VTOMens Time OutBout Journey

Roamer

Mens Bout Time

Huggy

Huarache

Hope

Free Time

Tour

tt

UP
TO

SHOES & SANDALS

Every Pair of SAS Shoes

60% OFF

PREVIOUS SALES EXCLUDED. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR
SALE. SHOES MARKED TO REFLECT DISCOUNT. IN STOCK ONLY.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 3 2021
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