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By Dustin Luca

Staff Writer

SALEM — The battle for Ward 
1 is between the next City Council 
dean and two constituents trying to 
unseat him.

Bob McCarthy, 57, has served 
Ward 1 council for 14 years. With 
Councilor-at-Large Arthur Sar-
gent not running this year, McCa-
rthy would have the most seniority 
among his colleagues, earning 
him procedural privileges like 
vice-chairmanship.

That is, of course, if he wins in 
November. First, he must beat 
Chris Malstrom Jr., 32, and Maribel 
“Belle” Steadman, 61.

The three will compete in a 
preliminary election on Tuesday, 
Sept. 14. The top two vote-getters 
will continue to the final election 
on Nov. 2.

Malstrom enters the race to 
establish a working-class connec-
tion to city government, he said. 
That covers a group of Ward 1 res-
idents that “oftentimes aren’t rep-
resented in the political realm, and 
oftentimes their voice is unheard, 
which particularly during the pan-
demic was a motivating, eye-open-
ing factor. A lot of people were 

crying for help.”
He said he frequently heard com-

plaints on “various things about 
communication and not necessar-
ily the direction the city is going 
in, but recognizing there are ways 
things are falling short for resi-
dents in my ward.” Those concerns 
mirrored his, he explained.

Steadman, who ran for coun-
cilor at-large in 2019, said she’s 
running for “the under-repre-
sented, neglected residents that 
feel they don’t have a voice in city 
government.”

“I’m beholden to no one, and my 
only agenda is to work hard for the 
Ward 1 residents now more than 
ever, because Ward 1 has become a 
hotspot for planned development,” 
Steadman said. “I’m a total embod-
iment of Ward 1 residents’ frustra-
tions and aspirations.”

McCarthy, meanwhile, said his bid 
for an eighth term is “to continue 
the momentum that we’ve gener-
ated over the last 14 years.”

“This last year during the pan-
demic, we had to pivot, and we had 
to do meetings via Zoom,” McCar-
thy said. “I want to ensure that we 
continue to have some sort of hybrid 
approach to meetings that allows for 
more participation from the public.”

The ward faces two major devel-
opment projects in the coming 
years, including about 43 acres of 
vacant land around the Salem Har-
bor Footprint power plant and pend-
ing redevelopment of Shetland Park.

Malstrom and McCarthy both 
envision the future of Footprint’s 
open land as supporting the bur-
geoning offshore wind industry.

“I’m more focused on offshore 
wind and how we can use Footprint 
as this stepping stone for Salem, 
in terms of taking on leadership, 
green energy and just address-
ing the climate crisis in general,” 
Malstrom said. “I love that the city is 
poised now to go forward with wind 
and development of wind energy 
business.”

The change in leadership in Wash-
ington D.C. is further contributing 
to the offshore wind sector’s growth, 
McCarthy said. As a member of the 

Harbor Port Authority, as a coun-
cilor, he’s watched the tide change 
on the project over the past year.

“In the last six to eight months, 
you’ve seen the owners of Footprint 
really take a hard look and pivot 
away from some initial proposals 
that included housing,” McCarthy 

said, “to them putting out requi-
sitions of interest to solicit busi-
ness that is more focused on wind 
energy.”

Steadman, meanwhile, wants 
to see Footprint pick up the city’s 
Waterfront Industrial Overlay 
District, which would preserve its 
future as commercial space.

“If we lose Shetland to residential 
development, this would be a good 
replacement,” she said. “The more 
businesses come in, the more jobs 
come in, the more we’re protected 
economy-wise.”

Malstrom and McCarthy both also 
said their vision for Shetland Park 
largely centers on the pending con-
versations with the Point Neighbor-
hood, to determine what could go in 
to best serve the densely populated 
neighborhood.

Steadman said her priority for 
Shetland is to ensure it stays as 
business-focused as possible.

“No more housing development 
— I’d like business, business, busi-
ness,” Steadman said. “Housing 
development overburdens our old 
infrastructure.”

Contact Dustin Luca at 978-338-
2523 or DLuca@salemnews.com. 
Follow him at facebook.com/dustin-
luca or on Twitter @DustinLucaSN.
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CANDIDATES
CHRIS MALSTROM JR.
Age: 32
Family: Partner Jonathan.
Years lived in Salem: 8
Profession: Cook, farmer
Elected office experience: None
BOB McCARTHY
Age: 57
Family: Wife Kathy, children William (26), 
Jack (23)
Years lived in Salem: 28
Profession: Self-employed general 
contractor
Elected office experience: City Council, 
2007-2021
MARIBEL “BELLE” STEADMAN
Age: 61
Family: Husband Mark, son Kerry
Years lived in Salem: 32
Profession: Clinical laboratory scientist, 
Salem Hospital
Elected office experience: None

By Dustin Luca

Staff Writer

SALEM — With City Councilor 
Christine Madore not running for 
re-election, a new face will repre-
sent Ward 2. But first, residents 
must vote twice.

Three candidates will compete in 
a preliminary election on Tuesday, 
Sept. 14: Armand Blanchette, 54; 
Caroline Watson-Felt, 40; and Jim 
Zavaglia, 60. The top two vote-get-
ters will continue on to Nov. 2.

Blanchette said he enters the 
race to represent “the common 
man,” who he said “feels like he’s 
being left out.” He said the same of 
seniors, and then connected them 
to his past two experiences running 
for office, as a councilor at-large, 
about 30 years ago.

“I feel like we’re overdeveloping, 
creating too much strain,” Blanch-
ette said. “Instead of just talking 
about it, my friends said, ‘You ran 
twice before. Run again.’”

Watson-Felt, meanwhile, enters 

the race because the time is right 
on her end, both with her family 
and with her involvement around 
the city.

“Ward 2 is the heartbeat of 
Salem. I’ve lived here the majority 
of my life, and I’m really proud of 
that,” Watson-Felt said. “The tim-
ing is right for my family. The kids 
are the right age. I’m working from 
home more. I’m engaged here.”

Zavaglia, with two attempts 
at office in the 1990s for Ward 3 
and at-large, said his run now is 
motivated by the behavior of city 
councilors.

“It just seems there are things 
going on on the council, where 
people aren’t getting along,” 
Zavaglia said. He then mentioned a 
citizen petition that drew 1,900 sig-
natures and directed the council to 
discuss wetland protections in the 
past year. The issue remains stalled 
in committee. “That’s a mandate 
from the people. You need to dis-
cuss this. Get it out of committee.”

Salem Common remains one of 

the biggest discussion points in the 
ward for its condition, upkeep and 
proposed uses over the years.

All three candidates highlighted 
the need to protect the Common 
from attractions like full-scale car-
nival rides, though they viewed 
the issue from different angles. 
Zavaglia said events “have to put 
up some kind of money, bond, some-
thing in place for maintenance.”

For that, he preferred small-
er-scale events and favored allow-
ing voices outside the ward at the 
table for the park’s use as much as 
those living near the park.

“It’s public space for the entire city 
of Salem,” Zavaglia said. “There has 
to be some talk of people outside the 

ward. They’ve held events there over 
the years. I can remember it during 
Heritage Days.”

Watson-Felt agreed with that senti-
ment, extending it further to say the 
Common is “enjoyed by residents 

citywide and visitors — our tour-
ists — as well.” But for the park to 
be used by large events, well-estab-
lished plans to repair the damage 
must be in place ahead of time.

“I’m not adversely against the use 
for a carnival, but I have very, very 
serious concerns about the mainte-
nance,” Watson-Felt said. “I’m hes-
itant to support it without knowing 
there are dedicated funds in place 
already that’ll feed into the needs of 
the master plan.”

Blanchette, meanwhile, said he 
would favor large crowd draws 
to pack the Common and favored 
lighter uses like international food 
festivals. But he felt uses of the Com-
mon should be reserved for those 
specifically in Ward 2.

“It should be left up to the Ward 2 
residents,” Blanchette said, “because 
they have to deal with the parking 
and the noise issues.”

Contact Dustin Luca at 978-338-
2523 or DLuca@salemnews.com. Fol-
low him at facebook.com/dustinluca 
or on Twitter @DustinLucaSN.

Candidates say upkeep of Salem Common a main issue in Ward 2
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CANDIDATES
ARMAND BLANCHETTE
Age: 54
Years lived in Salem: 49
Profession: Maintenance at regional hotel
Elected office experience: None
CAROLINE WATSON-FELT
Age: 40
Family: Wife Catherine Bertrand, son 
Gavin (10)
Years lived in Salem: 40
Profession: Communication strategist
Elected office experience: None
JIM ZAVAGLIA
Age: 60
Family: Wife Marjorie
Years lived in Salem: Lifelong
Profession: Retired
Elected office experience: None

By Dustin Luca

Staff Writer

SALEM — Ward 4 is one of sev-
eral places guaranteed to have new 
representation in January — with 
incumbent Tim Flynn not running 
— and it’s guaranteed to be a per-
son of color.

Salem’s southwestern ward will 
choose two of three candidates in 
Sept. 14’s preliminary election to 
advance to the general election on 
Nov. 2. The candidates are: Leveille 
“Lev” McClain, 38; Graysen Mar-
tinez Ocasio, 55; and Stephanie 
Rodriguez, 29.

The race comes as Flynn, a Salem 
fire Lieutenant and two-term city 
councilor for the ward, didn’t pull 
papers to run for a third term.

For McClain, the decision to run 
boils down to his roots — namely, 
allowing them to grow where he 
has planted them, he explained.

“I’ve been here for 16 years. I 
didn’t arrive as a college graduate. 
I didn’t arrive with any particular 
direction,” McClain said. “I was 
able to get an education here at 
SSU, was able to make a career at 
the (Peabody Essex) Museum. It 
just felt like I really grew and put 
my roots here.”

But the tone of the City Council 
also motivated McClain’s run, he 
said: “It feels a lot to me like we 
often have councilors who aren’t 
doing a great job identifying com-
promise and finding common 
ground. It feels like people have 
divided themselves into teams, or 
cliques and interest in being the 
most righteous person, or the right 
person.”

Ocasio said his decision was 
rooted in advice from his parents 
to actually not get involved.

“My parents think I’m too honest 
and shouldn’t have run,” Ocasio 
said. “My wife told me... ‘Oh, on the 
contrary, we need more honest peo-
ple.’ So I opted to give more to this 
ward and the city.”

It was also aided, like McClain, by 
tone: “Truly, this really comes from 
me trying to get a hold of at-large 
city councilors and not getting a 
lot of responses. I also wanted to 
make sure that all votes of all the 
prospective constituents matter.”

Rodriguez, meanwhile, said she 
greatly benefitted from the Salem 
community as a young mom 13 
years ago. Now, 29, with a 13-year-
old daughter beside her, Rodriguez 
said it’s time to pay the city back.

“I’d always tell myself that if I 

ever get to a place where I can give 
back to my community, I’m defi-
nitely going to,” Rodriguez said. 
“There’s also the element of the fact 
that young voters have the lowest 
voter turnout. In Salem, we need to 
be encouraging millennials.”

She said she seeks to represent 
those in her generation — a perhaps 
unlikely homeowner demographic 
in the single-family neighborhoods 
of Witchcraft Heights.

“We need to be encouraging 
more young voters to get involved 
in their community,” she said, “and 
also be able to have an opportunity 
to have a seat at that table, to be 
able to speak on their behalf.”

But Ward 4 is a place of compet-
ing projects. Two parks have areas 
shut down due to contamination. 
Housing development is surging 
around the borders of the ward. 
The two corridors that establish 

Ward 4’s boundaries — Boston 
Street and Highland Avenue — 
are both undergoing exhaustive 
redesigns.

The parks are where two of the 
candidates’ hearts are, however.

“We need a place for a commu-
nity to be able to come together, 

and at least have a park where the 
children — especially in our com-
munity — have a place to go as 
well,” Rodriguez said. “It’s an all-
ages kind of thing, and it’s a park 
— a place for us to come together. 
We don’t have that.”

Said Ocasio, “The park situation 
is extremely dire, and so many 
residents I’ve visited have talked 
about it with me. ... To me, the most 
present need is to start a park and 
finish it.”

McClain, for his part, said the 
ward’s biggest priority is hous-
ing projects in Blubber Hollow. A 
handful have started, several have 
finished, and more — including 
the Gateway Center at the corner 
of Boston and Bridge streets — 
have yet to begin but promise to 
eventually.

“Right across the board, people 
have a level of discomfort with the 
nature of some of the residential 
development,” McClain said. “Some 
of it is about affordability. Some of 
it is about traffic and parking of 
course, and some of it is the use of 
city services.”

Contact Dustin Luca at 978-338-
2523 or DLuca@salemnews.com. 
Follow him at facebook.com/dustin-
luca or on Twitter @DustinLucaSN.

Ward 4 candidates talk compromise, parks, housing
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CANDIDATES
LEVEILLE “LEV” McCLAIN
Age: 38
Family: Wife Carly, children Molly-Maxine 
(18), Eden (13), Indra (10).
Years lived in Salem: 16
Profession: Associate director of security, 
Peabody Essex Museum
Elected office experience: None
GRAYSEN MARTINEZ OCASIO
Age: 55
Family: Wife Nicole Lashomb
Years lived in Salem: 7
Profession: Publisher, Rainbow Times; 
co-executive director, Project Out
Elected office experience: None
STEPHANIE RODRIGUEZ
Age: 29
Family: Partner Cade Metscher, daughter 
Melanie (13)
Years lived in Salem: 27
Profession: Marketing
Elected office experience: None

By Dustin Luca

Staff Writer

PEABODY — In Ward 5, a City 
Council veteran is attempting a 
comeback bid against the sitting 
councilor, and a political newcomer 
wants to represent the next genera-
tion of Peabody families.

Voters in that ward’s preliminary 
election, on Tuesday, will choose 
between four-term incumbent Joel 
Saslaw, former ward councilor Dave 
Gamache, and Matthew Molk. The 
top two vote-getters will advance to 
the general election on Nov. 2.

Saslaw, 58, said his motivation to 
go for a fifth term rests in how he 
enjoys “helping people getting their 
problems solved, and also being a 
voice for people who need it.”

“I was raised by a young mother, 
by a single-parent home, by a mother 
— Gladys Saslaw — who taught me 
how to be able to listen to people’s 
struggles and troubles, and by being 
a ward councilor, it gives me that 
voice to help people,” he said. “I con-
tinue to enjoy the work that I do and 
look forward to continuing to serve 
the residents of Ward 5.”

Gamache, 60, meanwhile, served 
the ward from 1990 to 2013, when 

he declined to run for a 13th term to 
focus on personal matters, including 
family.

“I miss it,” Gamache said. “I spent 
24 years representing Ward 5, (it) 
was the best 24-year position I ever 
had. I enjoy working with constitu-
ents and solving their issues, and I 
think the city needs someone who 
can go right back in, shoes on the 
ground running, and contribute. I 
know I can do that when elected.”

Molk, 39, said he’s running “so I 
can serve the community that I love, 
and represent the next generation 
of families that are growing up in 
Peabody.”

“I’m seeking improvements to our 
infrastructure by improving streets 
and sidewalks, high-speed internet,” 
he said. “I also wish for good, strong 
public safety and a well-equipped 
police and fire.”

All three candidates said develop-
ment is the biggest issue in the ward. 
That’s largely due to “40B” housing 
projects that take advantage of the 
fact that Peabody has been below 
the state’s 10% threshold for afford-
able housing stock in the city, which 
has allowed developers to get per-
mits for large complexes that would 
otherwise not be allowed under city 

zoning rules.
“One of the biggest issues in the 

ward, just like all of Peabody, is over-
development. I believe in the pres-
ervation of Ward 5,” Molk said. “We 
can’t take a reactive approach, as we 
often find ourselves at the mercy of 
the state. We need to be proactive 
and identify susceptible parcels of 
land (for construction), and preserve 
them for the future.”

Gamache said he wants to attack 
the 10% number more directly by 
designating individual housing units 
with affordable status as a means to 
end the issue sooner rather than 
later.

“My plan is to create a task force, 
whether it be with community 
development or however we do it, 
to go downtown and look at some 

individual, low-income apartment 
buildings and bring them online 
to get them attributed to our 10% 
need,” Gamache said. “It isn’t an 
easy need — to try to become low-in-
come, you have to fill out 100 pages 
of crap just to become one.”

Saslaw explained that he’s think-
ing big picture.

“What we need to do is get above 
the 10% line so the threat of 40Bs will 

go away through 2030,” Saslaw said.
At the same time, he said, the city 

must continue “to make Peabody 
an affordable place to live, so the 
seniors aren’t taxed out of the homes 
that they’ve lived in their entire lives 
and raised their families.”

Contact Dustin Luca at 978-338-
2523 or DLuca@salemnews.com. 
Follow him at facebook.com/dustin-
luca or on Twitter @DustinLucaSN.

Candidates say housing developments biggest issue in Ward 5

Ward 5 Councilor Joel Saslaw, left, is 
being challenged by Dave Gamache, 
center, and Matt Molk.

CANDIDATES
DAVID GAMACHE
Age: 60
Family: Children Robert (32), Randall (32), Rebecca (28)
Years lived in Peabody: 60
Profession: Facilities coordinator, city of Peabody
Elected office experience: Ward 5 City Councilor, 1990-2013
MATTHEW MOLK
Age: 39
Family: Wife Serena, children Theo (6) and Max (3)
Years lived in Peabody: 39
Profession: Director of web and app development, GraVoc
Elected office experience: None
JOEL SASLAW
Age: 58
Family: Wife Carole, children Justin (18) and Ryan (17)
Years lived in Peabody: 58
Profession: Business development manager for New England, Yokohama Off-Highway Tires
Elected office experience: Ward 5 City Councilor, 2014-21
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