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WEATHER
Today: Breezy in the afternoon.  

Details, Page 16.
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  `WORLDWIDE
Cases confirmed............225,739,425 
Deaths ..................................4,647,639

  `UNITED STATES
Cases confirmed.............. 41,358,752 
Deaths ..................................... 663,913

  `MASSACHUSETTS
Cases confirmed....................731,564 
Deaths .........................................18,015

  `NEW HAMPSHIRE
Cases confirmed..................... 112,747 
Deaths .......................................... 1,448 

Statistics sources: Johns Hopkins University Track-
ing COVID 19 Dashboard (Tuesday, Sept. 14, 9 p.m.);  
Mass. Department of Public Health; N.H. Department 
of Health and Human Services
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By Paul leighton

Staff Writer

BEVERLY — Passengers can begin book-
ing flights from Beverly Airport to Nan-
tucket under a new air service scheduled to 
start on Oct. 1.

A one-way ticket will cost $390, or $780 for 
a roundtrip, and flights will be available on 
Mondays and Fridays at the start, accord-
ing to Francesco Sabelli, the chief pilot for 
Skip Air, the company that will operate the 
service.

“I’m very excited about it,” said Sabelli, 
who lives in Salem. “We’ve definitely seen 
a demand in the business model to have 
local clients be served directly from their 
backyard.”

Charter service has been available for 
years at Beverly Airport, but this will mark 
the first time that people can book a seat 
on a regularly scheduled flight out of the 
airport.

Skip Air will start with a limited schedule. 
Flights will leave Beverly for Nantucket on 
Mondays at 7:30 a.m. and Fridays at 6:30 p.m. 
Flights from Nantucket to Beverly will be 
on Mondays at 9 a.m. and Fridays at 9 p.m.

Beverly Airport Manager Gloria Bouil-
lon said passengers can arrive 20 minutes 
before their flight, park for free, and be in 
Nantucket in less than hour. The flight time 
is about 40 minutes.

“It’s hassle-free travel at its finest,” Bouil-
lon said. “It’s almost like you have a private 
kind of corporate feel to it.”

Skip Air is a new name for a company, 
Harvard Air Taxi, that has been operating 

By Julie Manganis

Staff Writer

SALEM — A 29-year-old Amesbury man 
was sentenced to 2½ to 3½ years in state 
prison Tuesday, after pleading guilty to 
mugging a 67-year-old man who was walk-
ing home in downtown Salem two years ago.

Alexander Matton, who was living at 11 
Glen Devin St. prior to his arrest, was iden-
tified as a suspect through surveillance vid-
eos from cameras outside the Essex District 
Attorney’s office on Federal Street, which 
were compared to surveillance images from 
a New Hampshire 7-Eleven where he had 
tried unsuccessfully to use the victim’s debit 
card to buy cigarettes.

The victim had first encountered Matton 
after leaving O’Neill’s, a pub on Washington 
Street, around 12:30 a.m. on Sept. 23, 2019. 
Matton, the victim told officers, had asked 
him for money for train fare, and he gave 
Matton $1.

A few minutes later, as the man was walk-
ing along Federal Street, near the intersec-
tion with St. Peter Street, he spotted Matton 
again.

“Give me your wallet and your phone and 
there will not be any trouble,” Matton told 
the man, before reaching around and into 
the older man’s pockets, prosecutor Mary 
Elizabeth Spano told a Salem Superior 
Court judge.

Matton got the man’s wallet, which con-
tained $140 and a debit card, and his cell 
phone, which was later found dumped in 
some bushes nearby.

The victim ran to Bitbar, just down the 
street, and asked for help, Spano told Judge 
Kathleen McCarthy-Neyman.

Salem police detectives Thomas Pel-
letier and Eric Connolly were able to track 

Amesbury 
man sent to 

prison in 2019 
Salem mugging

NANTUCKET 
FLIGHTS TO 

START OCT. 1
Regularly scheduled service 
begins from Beverly airport

See MUGGING, Page A2

See NANTUCKET, Page A2

By Paul leighton

Staff Writer

DANVERS — The new year at 
Danvers High School includes a 
new principal, two new assistant 
principals, and a new start after 
a year filled with controversy 
last year.

Adam Federico has taken over 
as the high school principal after 
nine years as the principal at 
Holten Richmond Middle School. 
There are also two new assistant 
principals in Julie Sgroi and 
Kerry LeBlanc, as well as a new 
high school curriculum director 

in former assistant principal 
Peter DiMauro.

The new team is taking over 
after a year that included an 
independent investigation into 
the culture at Danvers High 
School following allegations of 
racist, sexist and homophobic 
behavior by students and sep-
arate allegations of inappropri-
ate conduct by staff members. 
Superintendent Lisa Dana has 
vowed to address the issues 
and create an “inclusive school 
culture.”

We sat down with Federico to 

New team takes on new year at Danvers High
Assistant 
principals Kerry 
LeBlanc and 
Julie Sgroi flank 
Danvers High 
School Principal 
Adam Federico, 
second from left, 
and Curriculum 
Director Peter 
DiMauro.

JAIME CAMPOS/Staff 
photo
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By Dustin luca

Staff Writer

SALEM — One ward race 
was settled by 14 votes; 
another had a margin of 57% 
between first and second 
place.

A modest 22% of voters 
turned out for this year’s pre-
liminary elections, between 
early voting a week ago and 
official polling throughout 
Tuesday. The elections were 
needed after five races in 
Salem — the mayor’s race, 
and City Council for Wards 
1, 2, 4 and 7 — each drew 
one too many candidates for 
the number of open seats in 
November’s elections.

Four-term Mayor Kim 
Driscoll and challenger Steve 
Dibble topped the ballot in the 
three-way mayoral race, both 
punching a ticket to the main 

election on Nov. 2. Frank Per-
ley, the race’s third candidate, 
took 147 votes total across 
the city. Driscoll led Dibble in 
every precinct, including Dib-
ble’s home Ward 7.

The mayoral race has 
seen limited attention so far, 
however, with heavier focus 
hitting the wards with prelim-
inary voting.

In Ward 1, a three-way race 
between incumbent Bob 
McCarthy and challengers 
Chris Malstrom and Maribel 
“Belle” Steadman ended with 
Malstrom exiting the race 
with only 27% of the vote. 
McCarthy topped the ticket 
with 40% of ballots cast.

In Ward 2, the seat belonging 
to Christine Madore will go to 
either Caroline Watson-Felt 
or James Zavaglia after they 
beat out Armand Blanchette 

By Julie Manganis

Staff Writer

PEABODY — Voters across 
the city were asked to narrow 
the field of candidates for 
the Peabody Municipal Light 
Plant commission down to 
four, and in two wards, four 
and five, were choosing the 
top two candidates to con-
tinue on to November’s gen-
eral election.

In unofficial 
results released 
by two of the 
campaigns, 
political veteran 
David Gamache 
topped the bal-
lot in Ward 5, a 
seat he’d previ-
ously held for 
24 years, pulling in 331 votes, 
or 39.7% of the total vote. 
Incumbent Joel Saslaw came 

in second, with 262 votes, or 
31.4%, and newcomer Mat-
thew Molk came in third with 
240 votes, or 28.8%.

“I’m happy with it,” 
Gamache said Tuesday 
evening.

Gamache said that he 
believes a group of longtime 
“core” supporters — who 
were upset when he stepped 
down from the seat — worked 
hard on his behalf to bring 

him back. “I look forward to 
the November election and 
will continue to work hard.”

Saslaw referred to a state-
ment he posted on social 
media thanking supporters.

“I am honored that the 
voters of Ward 5 have confi-
dence in the work I have done 
over the last eight years and 
I look forward to working 
just as hard throughout this 

Driscoll, Watson-Felt, Rodriguez, 
Varela top Salem voting

Peabody: Former ward councilor tops ballot

JAIME CAMPOS/Staff photos
A Ward 2 resident enters the polling place to cast her vote during Salem’s preliminary election at the Mayor Jean A. Levesque 
Community Life Center in Salem.

A Ward 2 
resident 
casts her 
vote during 
Salem’s 
preliminary 
election at 
the Mayor 
Jean A. 
Levesque 
Community 
Life Center 
in Salem. 

David 
Gamache

See SALEM, Page A2

See PEABODy, Page A2
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where Matton used the card 
before it was shut off — $13 
worth of food from the Taco 
Bell in Danvers, then a stop 
at a Shell station in Dover, 
New Hampshire, and finally, 
the 7-Eleven, where it was 
rejected.

Th e  d e t e c t ive s  a l s o 
obtained descriptions from 
workers at O’Neill’s, surveil-
lance videos from that busi-
ness and a number of other 
businesses on the route 
taken by Matton and the vic-
tim through downtown, and 
then the images from the 
district attorney’s security 
cameras outside its office on 
Federal Street. The victim 

was then able to identify him 
in a photo array.

Matton was charged 
with and pleaded guilty to 
unarmed robbery of a per-
son 60 or older.

Matton has an extensive 
prior record and was on pro-
bation at the time.

While in custody at Middle-
ton Jail, where he’s spent 683 
days since his arrest, Matton 
has been taking part in med-
ication-assisted treatment, 
receiving methadone daily, 
he told the judge.

His attorney, Scott Glea-
son, urged McCarthy-Ney-
man to sentence Matton to 
“time served,” and release 
him on probation so that he 
could move to a sober house 
in Chelsea where a bed is 
available.

Spano, the prosecutor, 
requested a four- to six-year 
prison term, given Matton’s 

prior record and the serious-
ness of the crime.

McCarthy-Neyman said 

she was taking into account 
the fact that this will be Mat-
ton’s first trip to state prison 

when she settled on the 2½ 
to 3½ year prison term. He 
received credit toward that 
sentence for the 683 days he’s 
been held.

Because he was facing just 
one charge, he will not be on 
probation after his release, 
though if he is released prior 
to serving 3½ years, he will 
be supervised by a parole 
officer.

McCarthy-Neyman said 
she is hopeful that Mat-
ton continues to take part 
in treatment after his 
release even without being 
supervised.

Courts reporter Julie 
Manganis can be reached 
at 978-338-2521, by email 
at jmanganis@salemnews.
com or on Twitter at @
SNJulieManganis

MUGGING
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charter flights out of Beverly 
Airport for the last 10 years. 
The flights to Nantucket will 
be on a Piper Seneca twin-en-
gine airplane. Four seats will 
be available per flight.

Sabelli said the company 
plans to add planes next year 
and increase the number of 

flights to Nantucket, and to 
add Martha’s Vineyard as 
a destination. The company 
will also continue to provide 
charter flights.

Sabelli said it could actu-
ally be cheaper for a family 
of four to charter a plane to 
Nantucket than to buy four 
seats on a scheduled flight. 
But he said the scheduled 
flights give people the option 
of buying a single seat. The 
service is intended to appeal 

to both business people and 
vacationers.

Sabelli said the $390 cost of 
a one-way tickets compares 
favorably to competitors. 
Prices on Cape Air, which 
provides service between 
Boston’s Logan Airport and 
Nantucket, lists one-way 
ticket prices ranging from 
$199 to $399. Sabelli said the 
costs of tickets on Skip Air 
should come down as the 
company adds more planes 

and flights.
“Our advantage is the fact 

that we’re very local and 
accessible,” he said.

Bouillon said Skip Air will 
pay the same fees as other 
operators at the airport, 
based on the landing weight 
of the aircraft.

“We’re not looking at this 
as a major revenue source,” 
she said. “For us it’s more of 
a community value. A lot of 
times people don’t really see 

the value of a general avia-
tion airport unless they’re 
using it.”

Beverly Airport is owned 
by the city of Beverly and 
generates about $34 million 
in economic activity for the 
region, according to airport 
officials. About 300 people 
work in businesses based at 
the airport.

S c o tt  D u l l e a ,  c h a i r -
man of the Beverly Air-
port Commission, called 

the Beverly-to-Nantucket 
service “a really great 
opportunity.”

“We believe this service 
will appeal to people that 
have long been looking for 
a quick way to the islands 
without traffic and ferry 
delays,” he said.

Staff writer Paul Leighton 
can be reached at 978-338-
2535, by email at pleighton@
salemnews.com, or on Twit-
ter at @heardinbeverly.

NANTUCKET
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Courtesy photo
Marc Abouaf, Dylan Peters and Francesco Sabelli will operate Skip Air, a new service with 
scheduled flights from Beverly Airport to Nantucket.

talk about his expectations 
for the new school year.

How are you feeling about your 
move to the high school?

I’m super excited. A little 
nervous. But the good news 
is I know most of these kids 
and families already, so on 
that level I feel like it’s a good 
entry point.

What are some of the challenges 
you see this year?

It’s bringing everybody 
back together. So starting 
a new school year all back 
together. For us, it’s about 
meeting the kids where 
they’re at. They’re all coming 
in from different places, so 
figuring out what they need 
and then helping them do the 
best they can.

I know there were problems 
last year and there’s an effort to 

improve the culture throughout 
the district. How do you deal with 
that as the new principal?

I can’t really comment on 
previous investigations or 
administrations but what 
I can tell you is that we are 
dedicated to making this 
place feel positive and safe 
for all stakeholders. Our 
work is about moving for-
ward. We have great kids 
here. We have great teachers 
here. We feel like we want 
to highlight that work and 
really emphasize that every-
body has a voice at the table. 
That’s really important to us.

Are there specific programs in 
terms of diversity and equity?

The district from K-12 has 
a focus on diversity, equity 
and inclusion. We’ve done 
a lot of professional devel-
opment with our teachers 
around how to engage kids 
in respectful discourse.

You have a background coaching 

sports. How important is it for 
those ideas to be incorporated 
there as well?

Anything we do with kids, 
whether it’s academics, ath-
letics, theater, band, music, 
the arts, you always want it 
to be centered in dignity and 
respect. You want all mem-
bers of any organization to 
feel like they’re a part of the 
group and respected. We 
have high expectations for 
our kids no matter what their 
interest area is.

Is there anything new at the 
high school specifically?

The big focus for us is the 
faculty and the students 
designed a new advisory 
program. It’s called Com-
munity Block and it meets 
every day. That’s really a 
chance for kids to develop 
positive relationships with 
a couple of teachers and 
with a group of their class-
mates. That’s a time where 

we’ll do assemblies. There’s 
also something called Focus 
Block, which is really a time 
for kids to get organized, 
complete work, check email. 
It’s a chance to help structure 
their day and focus.

What were the reasons for tak-
ing this step?

Last spring there was a 
committee of teachers and 
students that was looking at 
the old program and they just 
felt like it was time for a new 
approach. Part of our focus is 
to build a positive community 
here and to have everyone 
who’s involved feel welcome 
and respected. This was one 
way we thought we could 
do that work, to really have 
a dedicated time in the day 
where there will be oppor-
tunities to engage in rela-
tionship building and social/
emotional learning.

So students will have this built in 
go-to group?

Yes, they’ll stay in that 
group for their time here. So 
the freshmen will be in the 
same group for four years, the 
sophomores for three years 
and so forth. It’s like a little 
community within the bigger 
school community.

Is this something you’ve seen in 
other districts?

All high schools have some 
kind of an advisory program, 
but this was unique to our 
building, in that it was home-
grown. It was really designed 
by students and teachers. 
They did a lot of work getting 
feedback last spring about 
what was good, what needed 
improvement. In that respect, 
I feel like it’s a product of the 
people that work here and 
learn here.

What will school look like this 
year in terms of dealing with the 
pandemic?

We’re obviously masked. 
We’re still going to emphasize 

as much as we can kids being 
healthy and safe. Hand sani-
tizing, getting outside when 
we can. But I’d say the experi-
ence this year right now looks 
to be a lot closer to a tradi-
tional experience than cer-
tainly the last couple of years. 
I think the kids, families, all of 
us are ready for school to feel 
a little more like it used to, 
and we’re excited about that.

Is there anything else you want 
people to know about the new year?

We have a brand new 
administrative team. We have 
two new assistant principals 
and the curriculum direc-
tor is new to the role. We’re 
really excited to work with 
the teachers. We really think 
of this like a big team. A team 
effort.

Staff writer Paul Leighton 
can be reached at 978-338-
2535, by email at pleighton@
salemnews.com, or on Twit-
ter at @heardinbeverly.
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in the ward’s preliminary 
election. Watson-Felt fin-
ished convincingly with 73% 
of the vote to Zavaglia’s 16% 
and Blanchette’s 11%.

Though she won hand-
ily, Watson-Felt said in a 
statement Tuesday that the 
race is “not over yet. On to 
November!”

“It goes back to one of 
my very first comments 
when I announced my 
campaign,” Watson-Felt 
said. “This just shows that 

Ward 2 is a really engaged 
and active ward. We’re 
home to renders, condo, 
and homeowners and 
they want a unifying, pro-
ductive, and independent 
representative.”

Ward 4 saw Stephanie 
Rodriguez take first, with 
Leveille “Lev” McClain fin-
ishing second by 14 votes to 
third-place finisher Graysen 
Ocasio, 317 to 303.

Rodriguez opened a state-
ment on her win by thanking 
“the voters that came out to 
support me today.”

“This race is just as much 
theirs as it is mine,” Rodri-
guez said, then thanking 

family and friends who sup-
ported her in the race’s first 
leg. “I’d also like to thank 
my opponents for a positive 
race. Congratulations to 
them both.”

The three-way race in Ward 
7 ended with Andy Varela 
and Fran Riggieri coming 
out victorious. Veronica 
Faustino finished with 23% 
of the vote to finish third, 
exiting the race. Varela took 
40% to Riggieri’s 37% result.

Candidates looking to 
call for a recount have until 
Monday, Sept. 20 at 5 p.m. 
to file the necessary paper-
work, according to the city 
clerk’s election calendar for 

2021.
Stage set for rest of election 

season
Should results remain 

intact to end the preliminary 
season, attention will shift 
to now add Wards 3, 5, 6, 
and elections for City Coun-
cilor-at-large and School 
Committee to the election 
season. The races have all 
been quiet up to this point 
as preliminary contests pro-
gressed since late July.

Single-term incumbents 
in Wards 3 and 6, Patti 
Morsillo and Meg Riccardi, 
are being challenged by 
ward residents David 
Freni and George O’Brine, 

respectively. Ward 5, served 
by retiring Councilor Josh 
Turiel, is being chased by 
Jeff Cohen and Steve Kapan-
tais, two well-known Salem 
residents who frequently 
appear and speak at public 
meetings.

The four-way City Coun-
cilor-at-large race has a full 
field of eight candidates 
chasing the four available 
seats, with three incumbents 
— Domingo Dominguez, 
Ty Hapworth, and Conrad 
Prosniewski — all seeking 
follow-up terms. With Coun-
cilor-at-large and Council 
dean Arthur Sargent not 
running, five challengers 

have emerged: Melissa 
Faulkner, Juana Hernandez, 
Stacia Kraft, Alice Merkl 
and Frederic Norton.

For School Committee, 
incumbents Amanda Camp-
bell and Manny Cruz face 
challenges from three res-
idents: Beth Anne Cornell, 
Zachary Hall, and Armerys 
Suarez.

The deadline to register to 
vote in the main election is 
Wednesday, Oct. 13 by 8 p.m.

Contact Dustin Luca at 
978-338-2523 or DLuca@
salemnews.com. Follow 
him at facebook.com/
dustinluca or on Twitter @
DustinLucaSN.

SALEM
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campaign and beyond to 
continue to fight to protect 
their quality of life and be 
their voice in matters that 
affect them,” Saslaw said.

Both Gamache and 

Saslaw had praise for 
political newcomer Molk 
for running a good cam-
paign against two political 
veterans.

In Ward 4, one of the 
busiest areas of the city, 
incumbent Ed Charest 
is fighting challengers 
Julie Daigle and John 

Salisbury-Rowswell.
Results of that race were 

not available by Tuesday 
evening’s Salem News press 
deadline.

A planned 133-unit con-
dominium complex on King 
Street at the site of the 
former J.B. Thomas Hospi-
tal has stirred controversy 
in the ward for the past 
several years, and Charest 
has faced blame from some 
residents who believe he 
could have stopped the 
project. Salisbury-Row-
swell, making a second run 
at the seat, has taken the 
lead in an appeal of the 
special permit granted to 
the project in June.

Charest believes there 

are other issues that are 
of importance to the ward, 
including traffic along 
Route 114, and the ongoing 
viability of the Northshore 
Mall.

Daigle, a former longtime 
city employee, said last 
week she is also concerned 
about finding balance 
between the needs of resi-
dents and the demands of 
developers.

In Ward 5, concerns about 
development are also a 
major issue, with residents 
concerned about new large 
apartment complexes and 
the limits on what the city 
can control as a result of 
Chapter 40B.

Results were also pending 
Tuesday night in another 
hotly-contested race.

Peabody Municipal Light 
Plant commission incum-
bents Robert Wheatley and 
Thomas Paras face four 
challengers this year. The 
preliminary election will 
determine which four of the 
six candidates will continue 
on to the general election, 
where both Wheatley’s and 
Paras’ six-year terms are 
wrapping up.

While the influx of chal-
lengers came amid contro-
versy over plans to build a 
“peaker” plant on land off 
Pulaski Street, just one of 
them, Tracy Valletti, said 
that it was a reason for her 
run.

Three other candidates, 
Raymond Melvin, Joel 
Brenner, and MaryBeth 
Mallia, cited other reasons 

for seeking a seat on the 
commission, including a 
longtime interest in munici-
pal electricity matters. Mel-
vin is making his third try 
for a seat. Brenner has been 
attending meetings for the 
past 2½ years.

The plans for the peaker 
plant were first presented 
to the board in 2015 and the 
board voted to go ahead 
with the project in 2017.

City officials say they had 
no idea about the plans, 
which were simply referred 
to as “Project 2015-A” by 
commission members.

Courts reporter Julie 
Manganis can be reached 
at 978-338-2521, by email 
at jmanganis@salemnews.
com or on Twitter at @
SNJulieManganis

PEABODY
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Salem High hosts 
‘mass class’ reunion

The Salem High School 
Classes of 1980, 1981 and 
1982 are holding a joint 
class reunion on Friday, 
Nov. 12, at the Danversport 
Yacht Club from 7 p.m. to 
midnight. Tickets are $60 
per person. You can Venmo 
the money to @Patty-Le-
vasseur (80) or email your 
class representative for 
information as to where 
you can send a check. Class 
of 1980 Patty (Tremblay) 
Levasseur at Patty_Levas-
seur1@msn.com, Class of 
1981 Jeanne (Pare) Muse 
at Artfullyyoursjp@gmail.
com and class of 1982 Chris 
(Nardella) Yobaccio at skip-
chewy@verizon.net. Include 
full name (maiden name if 

applicable) class and con-
tact information.

Ipswich offers third 
Pfizer dose vaccine

Ipswich’s town vaccination 
clinics can now offer a third 
dose of Pfizer vaccine to eli-
gible individuals. Those who 
are moderately or severely 
immunocompromised are 
more likely to have serious 
disease with COVID-19 and 
less likely to develop ade-
quate response to the two-
dose series of Moderna or 
Pfizer. An additional dose 
is recommended for those 
who have received a primary 
series of either the Pfizer or 
Moderna due to a number of 
conditions and medications. 
Eligible individuals wishing 
a third dose should speak to 

their medical provider for 
specific recommendations, 
such as stopping a medi-
cation before receiving the 
vaccine. Town clinic staff 
cannot offer individualized 
medical guidance. There is 
currently no CDC recom-
mendation about the need 
for a second dose of Jans-
sen (Johnson & Johnson) 
vaccine. J&J Booster doses 
are not currently available, 
and the Town is awaiting fur-
ther guidance from federal 
authorities. Clinics are open 
to anyone age 12 and older 
who lives, works, or studies 
in Massachusetts, on Mon-
days at Our Lady of Hope 
rectory, 1 Pine Swamp Road. 
Register at: https://home.
color.com/vaccine/register/
capeann. Please choose the 
“second dose” option.
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$7.25

General Contractor

All Phases of Construction

www.dfullercontracting.com
978-304-1666

25 Years Experience

Big Job Experience for Your Little Job
“No job too small” • Fully Licensed and Insured

From Small Repairs to Complete Remodels

DONNIE FULLERCONTRACTING LLC

• Siding
• Tile
• Sheds
• Baths

• Roofing Repairs
• Doors
• Trim
• Sheet Rock Repair

• Windows
• Decks
• Kitchens
• Roofing

FLOW TEST
A flow test will be conducted at

101 Rantoul Street,
Beverly, MA.

On September 20, 2021
Water discoloration may occur

In the immediate area
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