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EXPANDED E-EDITION

  `WORLDWIDE
Cases confirmed............225,158,946 
Deaths ...................................4,637,315

  `UNITED STATES
Cases confirmed................41,181,068
Deaths ..................................... 661,385

  `MASSACHUSETTS
Cases confirmed......................730,111 
Deaths ......................................... 17,991

  `NEW HAMPSHIRE
Cases confirmed.....................112,326 
Deaths .......................................... 1,443 

Statistics sources: Johns Hopkins University Track-
ing COVID 19 Dashboard (Monday, Sept. 13, 7:30 
p.m.);  Mass. Department of Public Health; N.H. 
Department of Health and Human Services
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By Julie Manganis

Staff Writer

SALEM — A former Everett man charged 
with shooting a man and a woman inside a 
Salem apartment back in January says he 
was nowhere near the incident.

But as Salem Superior Court 
Judge Salim Tabit mulls a deci-
sion to keep Wesly Jordan 
Alcin in custody as a danger 
pending trial, the judge noted 
there was evidence presented 
to the grand jury that Alcin 
had a key to the 32 Palmer St. 
apartment where the two were 
shot multiple times on Jan. 24.

And Tabit also cited a series of texts earlier 
in the day between Alcin and the woman, who 
was shot nine times.

The details were the first to emerge pub-
licly in the months-old case, 10 days after 
Alcin was arrested on a warrant.

He and a second man, Deven William Kelley, 
23, of Malden, were indicted last spring in the 
incident. Both are facing a series of charges 
that include two counts each of armed assault 
with intent to murder and assault and bat-
tery with a dangerous weapon causing seri-
ous bodily injury, and single counts of home 
invasion and armed assault in a dwelling.

Kelley, who was arrested shortly after the 
shootings, remains held; a detention hear-
ing originally set for later this week has been 
moved to Sept. 22.

Tabit also scheduled a further hearing for 
Alcin on that day, as he considers whether to 
keep Alcin in custody pending trial or grant 
a request by defense lawyer Thomas Burke 
to release Alcin on $10,000 bail and a GPS 
bracelet.

With police reports remaining under seal 
in the incident and grand jury minutes auto-
matically sealed as a matter of state law, 
few details have been disclosed about the 
incident.

Tabit suggested that based on his read-
ing of the grand jury testimony, the crime 

Judge mulls 
detention for 

shooting suspect
Alcin was on police ‘most 
wanted’ list for months

Wesly Jordan 
Alcin

See SUSPECT, Page A2

By Christian M. Wade

Statehouse Reporter

BOSTON — The state’s top election offi-
cial is urging voters in Tuesday’s municipal 
elections not to return mail-in ballots if they 
haven’t done so already, cit-
ing post office delays and a 
likelihood their votes won’t be 
counted.

On Monday, Secretary of 
State Bill Galvin said voters 
who requested mail-in bal-
lots but haven’t yet cast them 
should either submit those 
ballots at a drop box or con-
sider casting a ballot in person Tuesday.

“If you’re still looking at the ballot, don’t 
mail it,” Galvin told reporters at a Statehouse 
briefing.

Galvin said mailed ballots must be received 
by 8 p.m. on election night, but the U.S. Postal 
Service says it takes 3 to 5 business days to 
deliver them.

At least 15 cities — including Salem and 
Peabody — hold preliminary elections Tues-
day for mayors and City Council members.

In Boston, a marquee race for mayor 
pits several Democrats — acting Mayor 
Kim Janey, city councilors Annissa Essaibi 
George, Andrea Campbell and Michelle Wu, 
and John Barros — hoping to replace former 
Mayor Marty Walsh, who was tapped to serve 
as Labor Secretary.

In Salem, voters will narrow a three-way 
preliminary mayoral race pitting incumbent 
Kim Driscoll against challengers Steve Dibble 
and Frank Perley. The election will also settle 

GALVIN: NO 
TIME FOR 
MAIL-IN 
BALLOTS

Advises casting vote at 
drop box or in person

See BALLOTS, Page A2

By dustin luCa

Staff Writer

SALEM — Mayor Kim Driscoll is dra-
matically outperforming her leading may-
oral challenger in campaign donations and 
spending for this year’s mayoral race.

Throughout 2021, Driscoll has pulled in 
nearly five times as much in donations as 
Ward 7 City Councilor Steve Dibble, who is 
joined by Frank Perley in a three-way may-
oral preliminary election on Tuesday, Sept. 
14. The top two vote-getters will advance to 
the general election on Tuesday, Nov. 2.

The four-term mayor has raised at least 
$94,403 to begin the week, and had $59,058 in 
cash at her disposal to end August, accord-
ing to the state’s Office of Campaign and 
Political Finance. That contrasts to Dibble’s 
receipts totaling approximately $19,645, 
with $17,715 to end August. Perley has 
not reported any campaign donations or 
expenses to date.

Driscoll also has more than five times as 
many donors, with 643 contributions to her 

campaign reported this year compared to 
Dibble’s 115 reported donations.

“I think for people, that’s a sign that 
Salem’s heading in the right direction,” 
Driscoll said. “The majority of our donors 
are Salem residents.”

Salem residents make up just about 75% of 
her donors, with the remaining quarter com-
ing mostly from elsewhere in Massachusetts.

But $43,305 of what was reported as of this 
week — 45.9% of all her donations in 2021 
— is coming from outside of Salem, which 
Dibble has been quick to criticize.

He regularly points to how much cash 
Driscoll pulls from outside of the city, say-
ing last week that he felt “it’s wrong to take 

in tens of thousands of dollars from develop-
ers, real estate people, lawyers from outside 
of Salem.”

“Salem is being bought,” Dibble said. “The 
lion-share of all donations to me are from 
Salem residents. The little bit I have from 
outside of Salem, it’s from my sisters-in-law, 
old college roommate, friends of mine.”

Driscoll surges ahead on donations, spending

Kim Driscoll Steven Dibble Frank Perley

2021 SALEM MAYOR 
CAMPAIGN CASH 

CATEGORY STEVE DIBBLE KIM DRISCOLL
Raised $19,644.89 $94,402.70
Donors 115 643
Average donation $170.83 $146.82
Spent $6,301.83 $63,385.58
Raised in Salem $16,658.12 $51,098
Raised outside of Salem $2,986.77 $43,304.70
Cash on hand, 8/31 $17,714.94 $59,057.71
Source: Massachusetts Office of Campaign and 
Political Finance
All numbers are for calendar year 2021 only.

Bill Galvin

By dustin luCa

Staff Writer

SALEM — Complex problems 
require complex solutions, and 
not every candidate views them 
the same.

Take Ward 2, which includes 
downtown Salem, several his-
toric neighborhoods, and bus-
tling mixed-use corridors, all 
presenting a broad variety of 
housing. The candidates vying 
for the Ward 2 seat on the City 
Council have markedly differ-
ent views on the status quo and 
how to respond. The candidates 
in other Salem council races 

offered similar diverging views 
on the housing crisis.

The Salem News asked each 
of the ward councilor candi-
dates in the four races before 
voters in Tuesday’s prelimi-
nary to explain how the hous-
ing crisis affects their ward, and 
what actions they would take, if 
elected.

Ward 1: The Point, Salem Willows and 
Juniper Point, Winter Island

Chris Malstrom, Jr. lives in the 
Derby Street neighborhood, one 
of the oldest parts of the ward. 
The neighborhood is heavy on 
renters, and as a result, there 
are landlords who “engage in 

ways to try and kick them (the 
renters) out so they can convert 
to condos and make the money 
selling off condos,” according to 
Malstrom.

In other parts of the ward, 
rising home values are making 
tax bills unaffordable, he said. 
Part of the fix involves amend-
ing zoning laws to make it easier 
to build affordable housing, he 
said, and consider a rent mora-
torium to curb rising rent costs.

Incumbent Bob McCarthy says 
Ward 1 has “one of the densest 
areas in The Point.” He agreed 
that Derby Street needs balance 
between apartments and condo 

conversions. Similarly, it needs 
things like accessory apart-
ments to allow older residents 
to age in place — to Malstrom’s 
point about rising tax bills.

“You want to try to create 
housing that’ll be sustainable 
and affordable,” McCarthy said. 
“That goes across the board.”

Maribel “Belle” Steadman 
pointed to housing projects in 
the ward, including some that 
could impact green space. The 
housing crisis, she said, also 
includes challenges triggered by 
growth like increased burdens 
on infrastructure, traffic and 

Salem ward candidates tackle city’s housing crisis

See DRISCOLL, Page A2

See HOUSING, Page A2

By Paul leighton

Staff Writer

BEVERLY — More than 50 
community leaders stood on 
the steps of City Hall Monday 
night in a show of unity after 
public comments that were 
directed at the School Com-
mittee’s only Black member 
last week.

Elected officials and others 
held signs reading “Unity Is 
Our Community” and a “Hate 
Has No Home Here” flag. The 
children of School Committee 
member Kennan McKenzie 
— two of them Black, two of 
them white — helped raise 
the flag up the flagpole.

“It was very touching,” 
McKenzie said.

The gathering was 
prompted by remarks made 
by two residents during a 
School Committee meeting 

last Wednesday in which 
they singled out McKenzie 
and questioned her qualifica-
tions and her presence on the 
committee. McKenzie has a 
doctoral degree in education 
from Columbia University 
and has worked in education 

for more than 20 years.
City and school leaders 

condemned the remarks the 
next day, with Abu Toppin, 
the city’s diversity, equity and 
inclusion director, calling the 
behavior “an overt display of 
racism.”

Mayor Mike Cahill said 
city officials did not widely 
publicize last night’s show 
of unity, but wanted to 
make a statement that 
everyone has the right to be 
treated with respect. Those 

Taking a stand

Community gathers on City Hall steps after Black official singled out

JAIME CAMPOS/Staff photos
Mayoral candidate Esther Ngotho goes through lawn signs made by the Beverly Human Rights Committee. Beverly elected officials, 
candidates for office, school administration, and Human Rights Committee members gather in front of the City Hall to take a unity 
photo with the Hate Has No Home Here flag. 

Beverly 
elected 
officials, 
candidates for 
office, school 
administration, 
and Human 
Rights 
Committee 
members 
gather in front 
of the City Hall 
to take a unity 
photo with 
the Hate Has 
No Home Here 
flag. 

See STAND, Page A2
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appeared to be “an execu-
tion-style hit” on the woman, 
30, who lived in the apart-
ment, and her guest that 
night, a 33-year-old Lynn 
man, who was shot three 
times.

Prosecutor Michael Shee-
han said that but for the 
interdiction of doctors, the 
case would be a murder.

Sheehan also cited Alcin’s 
history of assault and fire-
arms charges and a prior 
18-month sentence. He said 
that at the time of the shoot-
ing, Malden police were look-
ing for Alcin in connection 

with a shooting there.
The cases landed Alcin 

on the state police “most 
wanted” list earlier this year.

Burke said that in the 
Malden case, it was Alcin 
who was shot at first — and 
that as a result, he’s been 
“trying to lay low” because 
he’s concerned about being 
targeted again.

The lawyer said his client 
had been living on the Fells-
way in Medford the past sev-
eral months.

Burke argued that the 
victims of the Salem shoot-
ing have provided inconsis-
tent accounts, and that the 
woman, who had the bet-
ter vantage point to see the 
assailants — both of whom 

were wearing masks — did 
not identify Alcin.

Neither did the male victim, 
initially, said Burke.

“He denies any involvement 
in this incident,” said Burke, 
“and the evidence connecting 
him to it is questionable.”

Tabit did not indicate when 
he will issue a decision on 
Alcin’s detention, but told 
the lawyers that if he plans to 
release Alcin, he will have the 
court make arrangements for 
Alcin to take part in the Sept. 
22 hearing.

Courts reporter Julie 
Manganis can be reached 
at 978-338-2521, by email 
at jmanganis@salemnews.
com or on Twitter at @
SNJulieManganis

SUSPECT
 � Continued from Page A1

Peabody

Saturday
 � Police were called to 

the Wardhurst, 31 Lynnfield 
St., at 7:40 p.m., for a female 
crying in the parking lot and 
the man yelling. The couple 
were locked out of their vehi-
cle. The Fire Department 
was opened the vehicle and 
they went on their way.

 � Police were sent to 
Esquire Drive, at 10:40 p.m., 
for the report of a boulder 
in the roadway. Officer first 
reported there was no boul-
der, but later located it closer 
to Andover Street. DPW 
was notified. They said they 
needed a different truck to 
transport the boulder.

 � Police responded to an 
escalating alternation in 
front of Spring Hill Suites, 
43 Newbury St., at 11:35 p.m. 
The officer reported about 
10 males out front when he 
arrived, but the parties who 
caused the disturbance had 
left a few minutes earlier, 
and the remaining parties 
were dispersed without 
issue.

Sunday
 � Police were called to the 

vicinity of Domino’s Pizza, 
1 Andover St., at 8:55 a.m., 
for a hit-and-run without a 
vehicle description. The vic-
tim was a Salem operator 
who was cut off in traffic, 
causing him to strike that 
vehicle. It was described as 
a blue Hyundai but no plate 
was given.

 � A Crane Brook Way res-
ident reported, at 9:20 a.m., 
that his upstairs neighbors 
were arguing. The party told 
the responding officer that 
his girlfriend had broken a 
glass bottle in the kitchen 
and almost fell earlier. Both 
parties said there was no 
argument.

 � Police responded to the 
intersection of Washington 
Street and Allen’s Lane, 
at noon for a two-vehicle 
accident. Both vehicles 
were towed, but the parties 
checked out OK.

 � Police responded to the 
intersection of Lowell and 
Orchard streets, at 3 p.m., 
for a two-vehicle accident. 
The operator of one vehicle 
was cited for operation of 
a motor vehicle without a 
license in possession and 
for a marked lanes violation. 
Both vehicles were towed.

 � An officer was sent to 
Peabody District Court, 1 
Lowell St., at 4:55 p.m., to 
quiet a disturbance. The offi-
cer spoke with both parties 
involved — the two children 
who were arguing over the 
use of an iPad.

 � An officer was sent to 
a Walsh Avenue address, at 
7:10 p.m., for a disturbance. 
The officer arrested a male 
resident for assault and 
battery.

 � Police were sent to St. 
Mary’s Cemetery on Margin 
St., at 8:10 p.m., after a caller 
reported kids flashing lights 
on tomb stones. The officer 
reported it was a family vis-
iting a grave site.

Monday
 � An employee at the 

Amazing Superstore, 82 
Newbury St., called police at 
1 a.m., to say she was unable 
to close the store and set the 
alarm. The key-holder was 
on the way, but the caller 
said she was afraid to be 
alone in the store by herself 
and would like an officer on 
scene. The woman located 
the key before the officer 
arrived.

 � An officer was sent to 
47 Northend St., at 3:50 a.m., 
after a resident reported 
he had left his vehicle 
unlocked overnight and 
when he returned to it, he 
found a man sleeping inside. 
The officer assisted the 
drunken party to his home 
at 45 Northend St., assisted 

by another resident of 45 
Northend.

 � A Birchwood Avenue 
resident complained to 
police at 9:15 a.m., that her 
neighbor has been draining 
his pool into her yard. She 
said the Health Department 
directed him to stop, but he 
has continued to do it.

 � Police were dispatched, 
at 11:20 a.m., to 4 Downing 
Road, after the DCF (Depart-
ment of Children and Fami-
lies), which was already 
on scene, requested police 
assistance in the removal of 
a 3-year-old. The DCF work-
ers had discovered drugs at 
the residence. The 27-year-
old mother was arrested on 
two outstanding warrants.

 � Police were called to 6 
Crowninshield St., at noon, 
where one female reported 
another female was trying to 
break into her apartment via 
the air conditioner.

Beverly

Friday
 � Police were sent to the 

vicinity of Cabot and Dane 
streets, at 4:10 p.m., for 
homeless men bothering 
the patrons of a business. 
One of them, Justin Perez, 31, 
who gave and address of 16 
Pond St., was arrested and 
charged with disorderly 
conduct.

 � An officer went to 3 Hill-
top Drive, at 6:30 p.m., for a 
disturbance between neigh-
bors. One man was yelling 
at another man’s daughter..

 � Police were sent to a 
Broughton Drive address, 
just before 10 p.m., to make 
a well-being check on a 
91-year-old man for family 
member in California.

Saturday
 � Five patrolmen and a 

sergeant were sent to the 
vicinity of Elliott and Ran-
toul streets, at 11:40 a.m., 
to assist with a motorcycle 
parade.

 � Police fire and ambu-
lance were sent to the 
vicinity of 111 Grover St., 
at 12:50 p.m., for a possible 
rollover crash with prop-
erty damage.

 � Police were sent to 48 
Kelleher Road, at 1:45 p.m., 
to speak with a resident 
who found a rabbit without 
a head.

 � An officer was sent to 
7 Phillips St., at 2:40 p.m., 
to speak with a party who 
suspects fuel was removed 
from his gas tank.

 � Police and medical 
were dispatched to the 
vicinity of Elliott Street, at 
3:10 p.m., for a party passed 
out in the woods.

 � Police, fire and ambu-
lance were dispatched to 
Bow Street, at 3:55 p.m., for 
a child hurt in a fall. The 
child was not seriously hurt 
and was not transported.

 � Police,  f ire and an 
a m b u l a n c e  we r e  d i s -
patched, at 6:23 p.m., to 19 
Briscoe St., for a stove/oven 
fire.

Sunday
 � Two off icers  were 

sent to the intersection of 
Cabot and Wallis streets, at 
1:40 a.m., for a male trying 
to open car doors.

 � Police were sent to 111 
New Balch St., at 2:30 a.m., 
for people playing loud 
music in the parking lot.

 � Police and ambulance 
were called to a Story Ave-
nue address, at 8:40 a.m., 
for a possible unattended 
death. CID was also notified.

 � A party at Beverly 
Hospital notified police, at 
3:05 p.m., of possibly miss-
ing jewelry.

 � Three officers were 
sent to the Beverly Hos-
pital emergency room at 
3:45 p.m. to guard a pris-
oner sent to the emergency 
room.

 � A Brimbal  Avenue 

person notified police, at 
6:07 p.m., of an assault on 
Saturday.

 � The report of a general 
disturbance and possible van-
dalism brought two units to 14 
Pleasant St., at 6:45 p.m.

Monday
 � Five patrolmen and a ser-

geant responded to 576 Cabot 
St., for a disturbance and an 
assault.

 � At 2:40 p.m., an officer 
was sent to check on motor 
vehicle in the lot at Cycles 128.

 � A Dodge Street resident 
called police at 8:30 a.m., to 
request police assistance in 
removing his son from the 
property.

 � Three officers were 
sent to Beverly Hospital, at 
10:05 a.m. to relieve officers 
on prisoner watch.

 � Officers were dispatched, 
at 12:45 a.m., for a man sitting 
on the outbound RR tracks.

Danvers

Sunday
 � An officer was called to 

Danvers Mobil Home Park, 98 
Newbury St., at 8:45 p.m., for 
help with an unwanted guest.

Monday
 � The report of a missing 

juvenile brought officers to 
35 Clark St., at 12:40 a.m. The 
juvenile returned at 1:30 a.m., 
and the missing person alert 
was canceled.

 � Limbs were reported 
down in the vicinities of Ash, 
Collins, Fowler, Hyde and 
Alden streets between 3:30 
and 4:55 a.m., and power out-
ages were reported on Crane, 
Fowler and Hyde streets dur-
ing the same period.

 � A Kirkbride resident 
called police at 12:55 p.m., to 
complain that a neighbor was 
filming them.

 � An officer was sent 
to Costco Wholesale, 11 
Newbury St., at 1 p.m. after 
a party threatened an 
employee.

Middleton

Monday, Sept. 6
 � An ambulance was 

sent to Fuller Pond Road, 
at 12:45 a.m., to transport a 
party who had fallen to a local 
hospital.

 � Police were called, at 
3:55 p.m., to Verizon Wireless 
on South Main Street, to make 
a welfare check on a young 
person. The party was trans-
ported to the station to await 
their parents.

 � Police were sent to Rich-
ardson’s Ice Cream, South 
Main Street, at 5:30 p.m., for 
a motor-vehicle accident with 
possible injury.

Tuesday, Sept. 7
 � A Village Road resident 

called police, at 7:10 a.m., 
to report harassment by a 
neighbor.

 � The ACO was notified, at 
1:07 p.m. of a sick-looking fox 
on Flint Farm Road.

 � Police went to a North 
Main Street location, at 
7:25 p.m. to assist the opera-
tor of a disabled vehicle. The 
34-year-old Danvers man was 
summonsed to court on a 
charge of operating an unli-
censed vehicle.

Wednesday, Sept. 8
 � Police responded to the 

vicinity of McDonald’s, on 
South Main St., at 2:20 p.m., 
for a motor-vehicle accident 
with possible injury.

 � An officer was sent to 
Rubchinuk Field on East 
Street, at 6:50 p.m., for a loose 
dog. The canine was appre-
hended and returned home.

 � Police, called to Iron-
woods Building A on Vil-
lage Road for a disturbance, 
arrested Alexander John Roussos, 
46, of Middleton at 10:30 p.m. 
He was charged with violat-
ing an abuse-prevention 
order and on two outstand-
ing warrants.
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preliminary races for City 
Council.

Galvin said if a voter has 
already cast a mail-in bal-
lot that’s been received by 
a local election clerk, they 
cannot show up at the polls 
on Election Day to replace 
it.

“If the ballot has been 
received, that’s it,” he said. 
“The voter only gets one 
opportunity to participate.”

He citied concerns that 
uncounted mail  ballots 
received after Election Day 
could cause headaches for 

local clerks if the vote is 
close in any mayoral races.

“If that’s the case, the last 
thing we want is ballots that 
were mailed in good faith 
not counted,” he said.

Massachusetts was one of 
dozens of states that tem-
porarily changed its laws 
to expand mail-in voting 
options and avoid crowding 
at the polls as the pandemic 
raged. Until last year, the 
state allowed mail-in ballots 
only from voters who could 
provide an excuse, such as 
a disability.

Lawmakers  and Gov. 
Charlie Baker extended 
the election rules allowing 
expanded early voting and 
mail-in voting through the 

end of this year.
Meanwhile, lawmakers 

are advancing a proposal 
that would make mail-in 
voting a permanent choice, 
authorize same-day voter 
registration, expand early 
i n - p e r s o n  vo t i n g ,  a n d 
improve access to voting for 
eligible prisoners.

The state’s Republican 
Party has criticized the 
push to continue mail-in 
voting, as have some con-
servative groups, citing a 
potential for fraud.

Christian M. Wade covers 
the Massachusetts State-
house for North of Boston 
Media Group’s newspapers 
and websites. Email him at 
cwade@northofboston.com.

BALLOTS
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By Paul leighton

Staff Writer

BEVERLY — Mayor Mike 
Cahill will hold a community 
meeting to discuss how to pri-
oritize spending $12.6 million 

in federal funds that the city 
will receive.

The virtual meeting will 
take place via Zoom on Tues-
day, Sept. 14, at 7 p.m. Use 
this link to join the meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/99657899521.

The money that Beverly 
will receive is part of the $1.9 
trillion American Rescue Plan 
Act signed into law by Presi-
dent Biden on March 11 to 
help the country recover from 
the impacts of the COVID-19 

pandemic. It provides emer-
gency funding for state, 
local, territorial and tribal 
governments.

Cahill and his staff will 
begin the meeting with a brief 
presentation on ARPA and the 

categories of funding. Beverly 
residents, business owners 
and community organizations 
will have the opportunity to 
share their experiences, ideas 
and priorities for how the 
funding should by used in the 

community.
For more information on 

how funds can be used, go 
to https://home.treasury.
gov/system/files/136/SLFRP-
Quick-Reference-Guide-
FINAL-508a.pdf.

Beverly to hold meeting on $12.6 million in federal funds

Dibble reported $16,658 
in donations from Salem 
residents, about 85% of his 
campaign funds, and $2,986 
from outside of Salem.

Driscoll, however, says 
out-of-town donations is 

not unusual.
“As someone who has been 

in a position of leadership, I 
also have a lot of individu-
als who support the value I 
bring to local government,” 
she said. “You’re at times 
going to see people outside 
(of Salem) contributing, 
because I’m a statewide 
leader on some initiatives 

and some people want to see 
that.

“No donation drives policy 
or agenda in Salem,” she 
said.

Contact Dustin Luca at 
978-338-2523 or DLuca@
s a l e m n e w s . c o m .  Fo l -
low him at facebook.com/
dustinluca or on Twitter @
DustinLucaSN.

DRISCOLL
 � Continued from Page A1

parking.
“The more housing devel-

opment, the more detrimen-
tal it is to the quality of life,” 
Steadman said. “I want more 
businesses, and want more 
of this administration to take 
care of its residents.”

Ward 2: Downtown, McIntire 
Historic District, Salem Common, 
Bridge Street Neck

“Ward 2 encompasses 
every style of housing and 
every aspect of the current 
market,” said Caroline Wat-
son-Felt. This includes, she 
said, “naturally affordable, 
quote-unquote ‘affordable’ 
units, public housing, all the 
way up to the most expensive 
properties in Salem.”

She says the diversity in 
the ward’s housing market, 
however, encompasses many 
different challenges present 
in the housing crisis.

“A lot of our gig workers 
who are without cars and 
trying to stay in Salem live 
in Ward 2 because it’s walk-
able,” she said. “The afford-
able housing solutions are 
multi-armed approaches, 
which include a condo con-
version ordinance that a sub-
committee of the Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund Board is 
working on, which will slow 
the rate.”

Armand Blanchette, how-
ever, said the ward “really 
doesn’t have a housing crisis. 
I think it’s more or less Ward 
1 or Ward 3. Ward 2, the aver-
age income is a lot higher 
than, let’s say, other wards.”

He said the ward also ben-
efits from having U.S. Rep. 
Seth Moulton as a resident. 
“As far as what I’d do, I’m a 
believer in checking what we 
have for available parking for 
housing.”

Jim Zavaglia said the ward 
has ample housing inequities. 
Tackling the housing crisis 
involves resolving those ineq-
uities, in part through outside 
support and subsidies.

“I’d be there to be a hands-
on person, because every-
body would like to live where 
they work,” he said. “At the 
same time, with everything 
going on with the real estate 
boom, there’s no housing 

stock. I get calls from Real-
tors all the time asking if I 
want to sell.”

Ward 4: Gallows Hill, Salem 
Heights, Witchcraft Heights

Ward 4, located in south-
western Salem, is cornered 
by two of the city’s heaviest 
traveled corridors: Boston 
Street and Highland Avenue. 
and within, lie sprawling sin-
gle-family neighborhoods, 
multifamily housing and 
affordable housing in Salem 
Heights.

“Properties are turning 
over all the time,” said Lev-
eille “Lev” McClain. “Old 
properties are getting flipped. 
My property was flipped 
before I bought it, and part 
of what’s happening is that 
sense of there being a neigh-
borhood breaking down a 
bit. and that’s one of the con-
cerns I get from people — ‘We 
belong here, and this place 
belongs to us.’”

Fixing that, McClain said, 
involves fostering culture and 
creating traditions for neigh-
borhoods to build upon.

Graysen Martinez Oca-
sio said solving the hous-
ing crisis involves making 
it easier to buy a home, be 
it in a mixed-use building or 
a smaller, more eco-friendly 
and less costly single-family 
home.

“We have to be innovative,” 
Ocasio said. “By making it 
sustainable, smaller and eco-
friendly, we’re covering a lot 
of bases.”

Container homes and hous-
ing built off-site and trucked 
in pass savings on to the 
homeowner, which helps 
push them forward in the 
market, he explained.

“Container homes are an 
excellent way,” Ocasio said. 
“People build them like little 
home villages, and they don’t 
take up as much space.”

Stephanie  Rodriguez 
said the housing crisis is a 
national crisis, but Salem 
has priorities that need to be 
addressed, including housing 
for seniors and veterans. She 
admitted she doesn’t have the 
answers yet, but that she’d 
be working with city officials 
and the ward’s neighbor-
hoods “to see what’s needed 
necessarily, and the space to 
even put those in.”

“We need to be imple-
menting more systems and 

processes,” she said, “so 
things that we currently 
have in place are efficient 
and anything we do start to 
build and create and propose 
ordinances for are mindful of 
environmental territory, the 
residents that live there, and 
the need, really.”

Ward 7: Loring Towers, Salem 
State University, Rainbow Terrace, 
South Salem

The city’s southernmost 
ward has its own unique 
neighborhoods, with unique 
aspects of the housing cri-
sis that may not affect other 
parts of the city. That can be 
tough for newcomers to city 
politics to chase, like in Rodri-
guez’ case in Ward 4 and 
Veronica Faustino in Ward 7.

“My approach to it would 
be looking at the situation in 
totality,” said Faustino, “and 
trying to figure out where 
Ward 7 is on that, what the 
community wants in Ward 7 
and all of Salem, and trying 
to make it fit the needs of the 
community.”

That said, Faustino added 
that she’d like to see Loring 
Towers be rebuilt and Rain-
bow Terrace to be updated to 
better use space.

“There are people that need 
a place to sleep at night,” she 
said, “and we can do better 
in terms of finding creative 
solutions to these problems 
and really utilizing the space 
we have.”

Andy Varela, meanwhile, 
highlighted a segregation of 
different levels of affordabil-
ity, created by the dichotomy 
between single-family homes 
and public housing being 
neighbors.

“I’d like to look at not only 
the zoning table but also how 
we integrate and make our 
housing not about putting 
everyone in one area that’s 
either marginalized or low-
income, but mixing it,” Varela 
said. “We really need to look 
at how do we make sure that, 
when we do propose new 
housing, that it’s a little more 
of a mixed blend for people.”

A third candidate in the 
Ward 7 race, Fran Riggieri, 
wasn’t available for an inter-
view for this story.

Contact Dustin Luca at 978-
338-2523 or DLuca@salem-
news.com. Follow him at 
facebook.com/dustinluca or 
on Twitter @DustinLucaSN.
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attending included Cahill, 
Superintendent of Schools 
Suzanne Charochak, Police 
Chief John LeLacheur, city 
councilors, School Commit-
tee members, candidates 

running for office, religious 
leaders, members of the 
city’s Human Rights Com-
mittee, and others.

“We stand together today, 
and as we do, I know thou-
sands of Beverly residents 
join us in spirit,” Cahill said 
in a statement.

McKenzie said she has 
received widespread support 

over the last few days from 
people in Beverly and 
beyond.

“People have been very 
kind and concerned,” she 
said. “I can’t hold a candle to 
those who have gone before 
me, but I got a tiny bit of 
taste of what it’s like to be in 
public and deal with those 
kinds of hard feelings.”
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